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From the Pastor’s Pen  

 Back when I was growing up, I used to go to a week-long Boy Scout 
camp every summer around this time of year.  It wasn’t glamourous by any 
means.  There was no hot water; our sleeping arrangements consisted of 
two wooden plank beds on the ground underneath posts and a thick tarp 
thrown over top to provide shelter from the rain.  The spiders were massive, 
the raccoons liked to sleep on your feet at night, the temperature was hot 
and humid, and the food was terrible.  
 Even still, part of me would rather spend another week going through 
Boy Scout camp than enduring more of this social distancing.  As I was 
reminiscing about camp recently, a tradition that took place around our 
meals came to mind.  Before we were allowed to eat, we had to sing camp 
songs at our tables.  One song in particular has stood out to me. I’m not 
quite sure what the actual words of the song were, but I do remember that 
after each chorus we would have to shout-sing the bridge before the next 
verse.  It went, “Same song, next verse! A LITTLE BIT LOUDER AND A 
LITTLE BIT WORSE!”  As far as I’m concerned, this is officially my mantra for 
the year 2020. 

Don’t get me wrong – I’m not trying to be pessimistic here, but rather 
I’m trying to force myself to be more realistic.  As we move into August, it is 
just more of the same that we saw in July, and the things that have changed 
haven’t changed for the better.  Because we, as a country, failed to put a 
stop on the pandemic when we had the chance, it is likely that in the coming 
months things are going to get even worse before they get better.  This is 
one of the main reasons why we are continuing to worship virtually through 
this month, and we will make decisions on September as we see how things 
unfold. 

If there is a silver lining to all this, it is the fact that since not much 
has changed from last month, we have a better idea what to expect.  We 
can be more mentally and emotionally prepared for the strain that the 
pandemic places on our lives.  I won’t ask for you to pretend to be okay, or 
to act as though things are fine, but what I will ask is that you continue to 
take care of yourself the best that you can in the coming weeks.  Take time 
for yourself when you can.  Do something to lift your spirits and keep your 
hopes high.  This won’t last forever (even though it may seem that way now) 
and the promise of our faith is that the darkest night doesn’t last forever. 
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Dawn will come, and life will return to our world 
and to our lives.  Until then, just hang in there. 
Stay strong.  Stay safe… and be well my friends.  
   Blessings and Peace,  

Pastor Arik 
 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 
It was 1947 and the War Department was 

having funding problems.  Since World War II 
was over, why should the War Department need 
so much money?  The decision was made to 
change the name from the War Department to 
the Department of Defense.  After all, it is hard 
to argue against defending ourselves.  Today 
the Pentagon accounts for about 70% of the 
total annual federal budget.  Names have the 
power to control how we think of things...and 
people. 

I started thinking about this because of 
the current controversy regarding the Cleveland 
Indians, both their name and their logo.  
Growing up in this area there are many places 
with names derived from the languages of the 
indigenous tribes, so the name didn't bother 
me.  The logo, Chief Wahoo, was different.  It 
was clearly a caricature of a stereotype.  
However, having lived in the Cleveland area for 
all my life it was, in a way, merely background, 
something I never really thought about.  Until 
now, anyway. 

I tried to imagine what it must be like to 
have your culture, your race, represented in 
such a manner.  While I didn't find it to be 
offensive at first, I was not a part of the group 
that it represented.  I know the legend is that 
the name derives from honoring a ball player of 
note, but it was not originally meant as an 
honor.  Rather, it was used to make fun of both 
the player and his heritage.  One of the reasons 
Louis Sockalexis started the drinking that led to 
his being fired, was the constant heckling about 
his race.  It wasn't until 18 years after Louis 
Sockalexis left Cleveland that the name Indians 
was officially adopted.  The team at that time 
was called the Naps after Nap Lajoie, a star 
player, but when Lajoie was traded to a 
different team a new name was needed. Indians 
had been a nickname for the team while 
Sockalexis played so it was reused. 

Names have power and the ability to see 
the power they hold is not always visible, nor is 
the hurt that others feel from its misuse.  The 
use of names to identify all people in a group as 
being the same is a basis for racism.  This idea 
about someone’s identity is not only false, it can 
be hurtful.  I find I need to try to be more 
understanding; you know the old cliché, I need 
to “walk a mile in their shoes”. 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 
August, the month that we start to say 

good-bye to summer and gear up for fall 
programming.  Well…this year will definitely be 
different.  As you read this, we have done our 
second car parade (see some pictures later in 
this newsletter) and are looking ahead to 
hopefully a parking lot social distancing camp 
out for some of our families on Saturday, August 
8.  I am also continuing the Sunday morning 
Facebook lessons.  They are about 10-12 
minutes in length and we are working on the 
Fruits of the Spirit through August.  I usually 
send an email to families with a worksheet or 
coloring page that is related to our topic.  I 
encourage everyone to check out the lessons 
as they are not just for kids. 

Normally one Sunday in August is 
“Backpack Sunday”.  We have designated this 
year’s as “Backpack/Electronic Devices Sunday” 
as school is going to be looking very differently 
for most of our families this year.  I am waiting 
on finalization of district school plans to figure 
out how to put this together.   I will announce 
the date as soon as we have more information. 

Sunday School this fall will look very 
different than what we are used to seeing on 
Sunday mornings.  We are looking at many 
options and a survey will be going out to 
parents by the end of July to gather their input 
and suggestions.  I can tell you that for the 
foreseeable future when we return to the 
sanctuary, children/youth will be sitting with 
their families in worship and will have name 
labeled bags with activities in them to do.  We 
do not have the funds, manpower, or space to 
social distance everyone in Sunday School in the 
classrooms.  This is not an issue for just our 
church.  Most of my Faith Formation colleagues 



are facing the same situations and we are 
working together to put plans in place to 
support all of our kids. 

Finally, did you know that there is a book 
lending library in my office with 
lots of genres to choose from?  If 
you are in need of a novel, an 
easy read, or yes, even sports 
books, stop by on Monday 
mornings between 9 am and 
noon and borrow a book or two!  Many of the 
past book club books are also on the shelves.  

Finally, are you in need of a Bible?  There 
are many in my office we are getting rid of.  It 
seems like every time we get a new minister, I 
inherit many Bibles.  They are free to a good 
home or two! 

Stay safe and healthy! 
 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 
 Greetings to everyone, and thanks be to 
God!  Summer is here at last!  A perfect reason 
to join together in fellowship (phone talk first) to 
plan someplace to go or share some time and 
space where you can spread out and enjoy.  
There are some wonderful days ahead of us.  
Enjoy life.  Ask Jesus to help you. 
 The summer kids lunch program at 
Community Care is still in progress.  Please use 
your offering envelope to fill in the open “other” 
space and specify an extra donation for the 
“lunch program” or “CC food bank”.  Kids and 
families thank you in advance. 
 The blood drive normally held in 
September is cancelled for this year.  But if you 
still want to be a donor, please contact Vitalant 
(previously LifeShare) at 440-322-5700 or 
vitalant.org.  They would be happy to help you 
give your life saving gift. 
 We are still looking for a new leader 

for the Hospitality with a Heart 
community outreach meals.  If 
interested, please contact Edie 
Phillips at 440-935-4115 or the 
church office.  Once again, if no 
one steps us to lead this 

important outreach program, they will no 
longer be held at our church. 

 Thank you for continuing to support 
Outreach so we can help so many needy 
families at this time. 

For I hold you by your right hand, I the Lord your 

God say to you, “Don’t be afraid.  I am here to help 

you.” Isaiah 41:13 (NLT) 

 

Deacons’ Desk- Kris Dornan 
 I want to start by saying that I hope all of 
you are staying as safe and healthy as you can.  
Our family misses our church family, and we 
look forward to that date when we can be back 
together.  Until that time, here are some 
excerpts from The World Health Organization as 
it pertains to masks, who should wear them and 
how!  (Important though that we should follow 
any specific instructions given by our state 
governments.) 
Medical Masks (aka Surgical Masks) 
1. Health workers 
2. Those having COVID-19 symptoms 
3. Those caring for those that either have 

COVID-19 or suspected to have COVID-19 
4. Those people in areas where illness is wide 

spread and social distancing of 1 meter 
cannot be maintained 
a. 60 years or older 
b. Those with underlying medical conditions 

Fabric Masks 
1. For those that have NO COVID-19 

symptoms and outbreaks are widespread, 
and social distancing of 1 meter cannot be 
maintained 
a. Social workers 
b. Cashiers 
c. Servers 
d. All people in busy public settings 

i. Public transport (buses, taxis, trains) 
ii. Workplaces 
iii. Grocery stores 
iv. Crowded environments 

God bless you, and keep you my friends. 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Chris Dlugosz 
Being a teacher and a dad, I thought I 

would jump from normal trustees talk (since we 
are having a difficult time getting together!) to a 



topic that is coming up soon….the reopening of 
schools! 

However you may feel about COVID 19, 
the students, support staff, teachers, and 
administrators of each school district have a 
monumental task ahead of them.  Schools take 
a tremendous amount of planning to open and 
run effectively.  Parents and students need 
accurate information to get ready to go back to 
school.  With the constantly changing climate 
this summer, it has been very difficult to give 
anyone concrete information.  Each district is 
handling things differently.  Inside of each 
district, buildings are handling it differently.  It is 
an amazingly challenging situation. 

So parents, what can you do?  The 
teacher in me wants to let you know we are all 
working very hard to build plans for our 
children.  We know it is going to be a challenge 
for everyone.  We wish with all our hearts that it 
could go back to the way it was before.  Until 
then we are going to be as creative as possible 
to engage all of our students this year. 

The parent in me wants to scream for the 
best plan possible!  I want the earth, the sun, 
and the moon because my daughter deserves 
it!  But it is also an opportunity for me to show 
my daughter that we are going to make it work 
no matter what.  Tough times don’t last, tough 
people do. 

So good luck to everyone getting ready 
for the Fall!  Let’s be good examples for our 
young people who are looking to us for 
guidance during this time! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

8/7 Sandy Chalkwater 

8/9 Mike Bier 

8/9 Ann Olesen 

8/13 Kelsey Styrt 

8/14 Will Schupbach 

8/16 Peggy Poe 

8/17 Cathy Cornman 

8/18 Kathy Pero 

8/20 Lily Dornan 

8/20 Bob Franks 

8/21 Gayle Hannold 

8/31 Valerie Arnold 

 8/31 George & Jody Millar 

 8/31 Brandon & Nema Green 

 

 

 

 
Rep. John Lewis, 80, died on Friday, July 17, 2020. 

He was elected to 17 terms in Congress, beginning in 

1986, and had been a champion for civil rights 

throughout his lifetime.  He was honored with the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2011 by President 

Barack Obama.   “Congressman John R. Lewis was a 

man of great courage because he was a man of 

great love.”  - The Rev. Traci Blackmon, UCC associate 

general minister, Justice & Local Church Ministries 

John Lewis Quotes 

“We are one people with one family. We all live in 

the same house... and through books, through 

information, we must find a way to say to people 

that we must lay down the burden of hate. For hate 

is too heavy a burden to bear.” 

“Not one of us can rest, be happy, be at home, be at 

peace with ourselves, until we end hatred and 

division.” 

“You are a light. You are the light. Never let 

anyone—any person or any force—dampen, dim or 

diminish your light.”



 

      
Claire & Dahlia Wolanski deliver some love to Larry & Karen Mytnick        
                        Jack & Betty Fitts 

 
                         Dave & Mary Ireland 
 
                    Diana Goode (& her new knees) get  

      Happy Birthday wishes from Mary Karlovec! 
 

 
 
 
Hello Church Family 
from Karen & Pete  
Veliconia (with Susan & 
Beth Dornan) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Even Milo (Borstad) was excited to see everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
                Jim & June Yost waving hello! 

 

 
   Allison, Sage & Leo Borstad 

 

Thank you, Mary Karlovec, for 

organizing the car parade and 

having yummy ice cream treats at 

the “intermission” at the church!! 


