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From the Pastor’s Pen
Well, what am I supposed to say now, I wonder? We are ten months
into the year; but if my intuition is correct, these last two months are going
to be the hardest we’ve faced yet. As we get closer and closer to one of the
most divisive political elections of our lifetime, and as the cold and flu season
prepare to rear their vicious heads, all of a sudden the pandemic that has
taken over 200,000 lives seems to only one of a vast multitude of things to
worry about.
To be sure, even I have been struggling with how to be an effective
pastor during this time. My days are filled with taking care of my two boys,
and my work for the church lasts from the time they go to sleep at night well
into the early morning. Couple that with trying to find ways to remain
hopeful and positive? It’s a difficult task, to say the least.
Yet even when things seem to be at their worst, it helps to take a
moment to pause, take a deep breath, and look around me and the blessings
I’ve received. We have a home, the boys are healthy and growing, and
Allison is a Rockstar at the new job she started recently. Our church family
is supportive of one another, and thankfully we have managed to make it
through this difficult time (so far) in one piece.
Yes, we are surrounded by blessings but it can be hard to see them
when we are so focused on the negative. While I can almost guarantee that
things are going to get worse in the next month, especially as the election
looms, what I will also guarantee is that there is good in the world around
us. There are things around us worth celebrating, worth giving thanks for.
Those are the things worth fighting for.
I’m not going to ask you to be happy all day every day or to ignore
the problems of the world around us. What I am going to ask you, however,
is not to become so overwhelmed by the negative that we forget the
blessings in our lives. So whenever you find yourself having a rough day (or
week…or month…), take some time and count your blessings. Write them
down if you have to! Because I guarantee, there is more good in the world
than bad. All it takes is for us to take a moment to look around and see
them.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger

Sometimes things aren’t what they appear to be
Oftentimes during the winter Karen and I will
attempt to put a jigsaw puzzle together. I have
a tendency to try to find a piece based on what
I think it should look like. Oftentimes it doesn't
look like what I imagined at all. I think I find
more pieces when I look for a piece that does
not look like the piece I'm looking for. Did that
last confuse you? It's really got a logic to it.
When I was working, I sometimes had to
work the metal detector at the entrance to the
municipal court. The first time I did it, an officer
from another department who had previously
worked it, told me that if I was looking for a
specific outline of an object I might miss it if it is
oriented differently. Objects don't always look
the way you picture them in your mind's eye. It
may be on its side or have something in front of
it that lets you see only part of the object.
This could be true of our church as
well. Our church may look old on the outside
but our congregation has not been trapped in
the past. I guess what I'm trying to say is that
what the church looks like on the outside may
paint a different picture to someone than what
is on the inside. How we get our message of
grace, love and inclusion out is critical to our
continuation as a congregation. We need to
show those who are looking for someplace like
ours, that this is what we look like inside. So,
how DO we get that message out? I would be
interested in your thoughts about what might
work both now and when we get back to a more
recognizable Sunday morning service.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
Trivia question: What are the scriptures
about in Matthew 5: 3-12? Hint: Each verse
begins with “Blessed are…” If you said “The
Beatitudes,” you are right! Each Sunday from
September 13 through November 29, seven of

our families (16 kiddos) are joining together to
virtually learn about the Beatitudes. Each week
we will be climbing the mountain to learn the
stories Jesus shared about these amazing
blessings! One of the ongoing projects is a set
of coloring posters about these blessings. There
are three 11x17 posters in the set to color. If
you would like a set to color for yourself, stop
by the church office on Tuesday mornings and
pick up a set from Linda or let her know you
would like one and we can deliver it to you! Be
ready for our big finale! I have asked the older
kids to help rewrite the Beatitudes 2020 style!
It should be quite creative!
On Sunday, October 25 we are going to
have a socially distancing “Trunk or Treat” in
the church parking lot starting at
6 p.m. We are looking for
church people willing to decorate
their cars and provide
prepackaged wrapped candy for
our trick or treaters. Due to
Covid restrictions, this event
is only open to the children/grandchildren
of church members. Everyone is asked to
wear a mask and wear disposable gloves to pass
out candy. (We will provide the gloves.) If you
are interested in joining in the fun by being a
“Trunk with Treats,” please call the church office
and let Linda know or email me at
mandmk2@oh.rr.com by October 20. Christian
Education will provide drinks, hot dogs and
donuts for everyone! If it is inclement
weather, we will unfortunately have to
cancel as we cannot do it indoors!
Attention older church members! If you
need help raking leaves or doing some fall
cleanup in your yard, there are some of our
youth willing to help! Let me know and we can
make arrangements for them to help on a
weekend in October! Don’t hesitate to ask!
Another of the ongoing activities we are
doing with our Beatitudes study is using our
senses to think of the many blessings we have.
You can join in! Take a piece of paper and
make 5 columns. Label each one with one of
the five senses. Each week write down one or
two blessings in each category, for example, the
smell of dinner cooking in the oven, the sound

of a child giggling, the touch
of the soft fur on your dog,
seeing a beautiful rainbow,
and the taste of a crisp apple.
Keep your list going through
October and November and
then please share it with us!
Blessings!

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
Expectation of better days ahead should
be on all our minds these days as the year is
quickly coming to a close. We try to “Let go; let
God” and patiently wait for His answer, but
maybe we need to pray with a definitive
expectation to manage the results.
Thank you for your generous response to
the summer Community Care kids’ lunch
program. The donations covered the needs.
Much appreciated!
The Outreach Committee has come to the
conclusion that no one is interested in the
Hospitality with a Heart coordinator’s position
and so, it is with a heavy heart that we are
going to remove our name from the list of
volunteer churches for this community outreach
project until further notice. A letter will be sent
to those in charge of the program. We are
doing this now so in the event that churches will
be open for serving meals, they will be able to
fill out spot with another church.
The Christmas Giving Tree is happening!
Since an earlier date is needed for compliance
with this event, we are going
to have a DRIVE UP
ornament pick up on
Sunday, October 18 and
Sunday, October 25
between noon and 2 p.m.
As you drive up you will pick
out an ornament off the
giving tree, an Outreach
volunteer will give it to you
along with an informative flyer. We will take
your name and phone number and then it’s up
to you to purchase the request, wrap the gift,
place the ornament with the recipient’s name

and family’s claim number securely on the
package and return the package to our drive up
drop off on Sunday, November 15 or Sunday,
November 22 between noon and 2 p.m.
Hopefully this gives you enough time to
purchase and return the gift on the drop off
date. Outreach members will be at the church
to receive all items on the given dates above
only.
Neighbors in Need (NIN) has been our
special collection for the month of September.
Thank you for your generosity. If you would still
like to make a difference for justice and witness
for those with no voice in America, be
generous…time is on our side.
Send your cards and make your calls! Let
God’s love shine through your actions. REACH
OUT!!
“I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and
heard my cry.” Psalm 40:1
Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger
Deacon, from the Greek diakonos,
meaning helper. In various Protestant churches,
a deacon is a lay official, usually ordained, who
shares in the ministry and sometimes in the
governance of a congregation. Who were the
first deacons of the church? Stephen is often
considered to be the first deacon; however,
Philip, Prochurus, Nicanor, Parmenas and
Nicholas of Antioch were all made deacons.
A deacon is a member of the church who
has been appointed to assist the elders to
minister to the people while the elders preach
the word of God. You can find where the
Apostle Paul lays out the four qualifications for a
deacon in in Timothy 3:3-12.
In decades past those with a strong
personal faith in Christ and a commitment to live
under the authority of God's word have found
themselves at the forefront of significant efforts
to bring social reform. Penal reform, the
abolishment of slavery, child labor laws, the
ongoing fight against poverty and civil rights are
just a few issues affected by Christians who
cared enough to get involved.
The little epistle of James is as fresh as
today's newspaper when it admonishes us,

"Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes
and daily food. If one of you says to him, 'Go, I
wish you well; keep warm and well fed', but
does nothing about his physical needs what
good is it? In the same way faith by itself, if it
is not accompanied by action is dead."
(James 2:15-17).
In 1845 the congregation of our church
“adopted tolerance resolutions” and in 1851 our
congregation approved “strong resolutions
against slavery”. Some members acted on these
resolutions and helped the slaves. Turland T.
Winckles, one of the builders of the new church
and grandfather of Mrs. Ruth Winckles Haihl,
concealed slaves in loads of hay on trips to
Oberlin as part of the Underground Railroad.
Deaconesses trace their roots from the
time of Jesus Christ to the 13th century in the
west. Phoebe was a first century Christian
woman who may have been one of the first
deaconesses. She is mentioned by the Apostle
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans, Chapter 16,
verses 1-2 and trusted by Paul to deliver his
letter to the Romans. Some time in our church’s
history deacons and deaconesses all became
deacons. All are invited and warmly welcome to
join the deacons of this church.
Trustees’ Turn – Chris Dlugosz
The trustees are back in action! On
September 15 we had our first meeting together
since March! We were socially distant in the
hospitality room and the use of masks improved
many of our looks, mine included. We spent the
time saying hello, debriefing everyone on what
has happened over the last six months, what
projects have been completed, what projects
still need to get finished, and what projects have
just recently popped up. It felt good to get back
to the grind of discussing the treasurer’s reports,
door quotes, insurance rates, elevator repairs
and the numerous breaker boxes and shut offs
in our building. If you think this isn’t stimulating
conversation, you couldn’t be further from the
truth! Day one back on the job and we have
already picked up a new member to the
trustees. We welcome Jon Eaton and anything
he can add to the team. He should be a great

addition as he had more suggestions in the first
meeting than I had in the first year.
We are still looking for that ultimate day
when we can all get back together, but until
then we will enjoy our trustees’ meetings and
trying to push off as much work on Jack as we
can. Until next month, stay safe!

Be looking for this year’s stewardship
letter which will be sent out the week of
October 12. Four of the trustees will be
recording Stewardship Moments for the
worship services beginning October 18.
Pledge cards for 2021 will be due on or
before November 8. Thank you for your
continued support of our church!!

Blessing of the Pets
Sunday, October 4
1-2 pm outside at the church
Bring a donation for
Lorain County's Friendship APL.
Monetary or NEW dog/cat food and litter
(not opened) only at this time.

10/1
10/2
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/9
10/11
10/11
10/20
10/23
10/26

Elizabeth Feigi
Bruce Griswold
Ronda Van Den Bossche
Lynne Lipperman
Pat Kyle
Mark Murphy
Chase Dornan
Nate Schupbach
Jennie Vulcan
Dreama Stamper
Nancy Long
Matt Karlovec
10/11
10/11
10/18
10/18
10/20
10/27
10/29

Dean & Lynne Lipperman
Jon & Amy Eaton
Mike & Joan Bier
Paul & Liz Wolanski
Gary & Gayle Hannold
Bob & Dreama Stamper
Matt & Tracy Smoker

From the Financial Secretary: Please
make sure you are marking your
envelope and/or your check exactly
how you want your donations to be
allocated. If you are unsure or instead of
writing “where needed most”, simply
indicate “operating” as this covers a lot of
areas. Thank you!

Worship Survey Results
Emailed/Mailed to 102 ~ Responses from 58
1) Do you watch the online worship services?
36 watch on Sunday mornings; 15 watch at a
different time; 8 don’t watch
2) How often have you watched?
20 watched a few times; 19 watch every week; 15
watch almost every week; 6 haven’t watched at
all
3) If you don’t/haven’t watch, why not?
3 said no computer; 1 doesn’t know how to
access them; 2 were not interested; 10 gave
various reasons
4) When we are able to return to in person worship,
what best describes your attitude?
27 said they will return at the first opportunity; 23
said it may be a while before comfortable; 8 will
only return when a vaccine is in place; 2 will
continue to worship online
5) What conditions would make your more likely to
attend in person?
52 seating is limited to provide social distancing
45 require masks for those over 2 yrs. old
41 use pre-packaged Communion elements
36 greeters performs wellness
check/temperatures
35 no physical contact outside household
members
32 attendance less than half capacity
13 separate services for those w/ & w/o children
6) Would you attend a drive in service in the parking
lot?
22 are very likely; 18 said maybe; 14 said
absolutely; 6 are unlikely
7) Would you attend an outdoor service?
26 are very likely; 14 said absolutely; 14 said
maybe; 6 are unlikely
A few comments:
• I respect the decisions of church
management and will await direction for
returning in person. We are ready to be in
person at the first opportunity. There are no

•

•

•

particular requirements that will make us
more likely to attend. We will respect
whatever requirements the church puts in
place if it means the opportunity to worship
together in person.
I miss my church family and can’t wait to be
together again. But as Christians we need to
care about each other’s welfare. I believe
that means make sure all of our family is as
safe as possible before resuming in person
worship. I believe small socially distanced
outside gatherings would be a good option
for now.
Anxious to see our church family but not
hugging isn’t going to be possible as our
church is loving and caring.....miss choir
terribly but don’t see it happening! Please
stay healthy ც
Please, if we can’t do in person service, let’s
give serious consideration to drive in
service—my in laws do it at their church and
love it. We all need to see our church family!

•
•
•

I feel you have covered the safeguards for us.
I truly miss our church services and will be so
happy to see our church family again.
Outdoor worship weather permitting is a
great idea! I would be willing to help set up
and tear down.
We can all continue to pray that God helps
get Covid under control so we can return to
worship.

While the Church Council still considers when
and how to return to in person worship
services, please understand that there is a lot
to consider in making this decision. We
understand that everyone wants to return to
“normal” and be back in church again. And
that is because we have a wonderful, loving
church family here at First Congregational
Church. Until that time when we can be
together again, please continue to pray, have
faith, reach out to one another via phone,
email, text, Facebook, US Mail. And count
your blessings every day!

