September 2021
Pastor
Rev. Arik Borstad
Director, Christian
Education
Mary Karlovec
Music Director
Barb Habecker
Moderator
Roy Dreger
Vice-Moderator
Nancy Franks
Co-Chairs, Christian
Education
Kelsey Styrt
Renee Dornan
Chair, Deacons
Kathy Pero
Chair, Outreach
Nancy Franks
Chair, Trustees
Paul Wolanski
Treasurer, Secretary
Linda Matis

From the Pastor’s Pen
I know my announcing my departure has been a shock and a painful
experience thus far. I am grieved by this, but also aware that there is no
good or easy way to end such a beautiful chapter as the one we have shared
for the last seven years together.
I know the timing of my announcing my departure has been awkward
and painful. I have been advised by the (Living Water) Association that I
should have not said anything to the church council before my candidating
service, and that I should have announced my departure to the whole church
all at once following that service. I will take responsibility for my choice and
the harm and tension it caused, but I continue to wrestle with whether
things would feel any better had I waited. I made the choice to tell the
leaders of this church in advance out of fear that they would hear from the
other congregation first. I felt it was better to give them added time to
regroup and plan. Again, I am sorry for laying this news on only a portion of
you before I was able to share it with the congregation at large as I know it
is a tight-knit family.
I wanted to take some time here to dispel some of the misinformation
that has been going around surrounding my departure. I want to put down
any rumors that there have been conflict or problems between us. Quite the
contrary, in fact. I consider you all as close to me as my family. So if there
is any question of bad blood, you are looking in the wrong places for the
reasons for my leaving. In all honesty, it comes down to my call, my career,
and the financial stability of my family.
The truth is the average residency of a UCC pastor is seven years for
many reasons. My philosophy as pastor is that we must move forward
together toward a common vision. Often there is a natural enthusiasm and
hunger for change in the first four years of residency at a church, and then a
natural maintenance phase tends to set in. In our first four years together
we accomplished so much, it was amazing! After about five years here I felt
that natural waning of my influence here and began entertaining the idea of
another placement. Then the pandemic hit. My hope was to see the church
through the pandemic and have you poised to accept new talent (and this is
a hot pastor’s market right now, with many clergy folks seeking change, post
pandemic).

I’m finding that parting is incredibly
difficult ESPECIALLY when things have been
good. The last seven years have been that of
love and growth together. You hired me at age
25, watched me get married, have my two boys,
and have been incredibly supportive through all
of it. This community has felt like our family,
with our own families living so far away. I’ve
prayed over this with my wife over the past few
years and we’ve both said it would be incredibly
hard to move on from First Congregational UCC
as we deeply love you all so much.
If I was accountant, this career change
would be a casual one. As a pastor and
congregants, I know this change can feel more
like a break-up. My goal is for us to work past
those initial feelings of loss and shock and move
into something deeper, more beautiful, more
gracious, and more godly.
The other rumor I want to address is that
somehow, I was “hand-picked” by Kathy
Ketchum to be the next pastor at Community of
Faith. In full transparency, the last time I talked
to Kathy was over two years ago and I have not
talked to her since. I went through the normal
process of applying to the position when it was
opened last year and encouraged their search
team to meet and talk to as many candidates as
possible. The entire process was completed as
it was designed, the same one every UCC
church goes through.
What I want you to remember, above all
else, is at the end of the day, this is YOUR
church and your family; one that you have
graciously opened to me for seven years.
Pastors are but sojourners who partner with
churches for a time and then continue on when
their mission there feels complete. As a pastor
that is called to lead and influence, I must grow
and change at each stage of my career. Anyone
who thinks I am leaving because I don’t have
deep love for this church is mistaken. In fact,
my HOPE was to leave the church on a high
note and retain ties and even opportunities for
future partnership, and I consider many of you
to be as close to me as family now.
So please, church family, I hope you are
willing to meet with me with openness,
vulnerability, maybe tears, and utmost LOVE to

see how we can move forward together to this
next chapter with grace.
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Arik
Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger
I imagine that everyone has heard of the
Big Bang theory, even if you have not studied
it. In brief, it says that all matter was contained
in a singularity that exploded and, through the
laws of physics as we know them, created the
universe that we now have. I have been
intrigued by the idea ever since I watched Carl
Sagan's Cosmos on PBS and read the book. It
always leaves me with two questions: what
force caused it to explode and how was it
created from nothing? The reply that it has
been an endless cycle of expansion and
contraction does not answer the question since
there had to be a beginning, a first Big Bang,
even if it was trillions and trillions of years ago.
This is, for me, where God enters the
equation. I cannot answer the two questions I
offered without God being a part of it. True, I
am not a physicist and science was not my
major in college, but on my admittedly simplistic
level of thinking it remains the only logical
answer. If there are other possible answers, I
am blissfully unaware of them.
Questions, like the ones I mentioned, can
be difficult to answer or they can be easier to
work out. Like the question of where do we, as
a congregation, go from here. While I do not
know the ultimate answer to the question, I at
least know the how. We have within our
constitution the outline of how we proceed, and
the end result depends on how we work toward
resolving the question. It also involves an
examination of stewardship and how we view it
in relation to our personal
commitment to the ministry of
this church.
Fortunately, we take
things one at a time and not all
at once. However, that does
not mean we can “kick the can
down the road”. There are
serious issues we need to

address and answer. I know if we as a
congregation dedicate ourselves to continuing
the work of this church, with God's help and
guidance we will find those answers.
Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec
As we begin September, my hope was
that some sort of pre-pandemic “normalcy”
would return to our lives. Unfortunately, we
must continue to be diligent for the safety of
everyone who participates in our Christian
Education programming. As cases of the Delta
variant of Covid continue to rise and our
children, especially those under the age of 12,
continue to be more vulnerable, we have
instituted a mask policy for Sunday School
for ALL children and adults regardless of
whether they have been vaccinated or not.
We will have hand sanitizer in every classroom
as well as individual supply pouches for each
student. At this point we are also keeping the
nursery closed as a preventative measure. The
safety and wellbeing of everyone is our highest
priority so we hope that
you are understanding. If
you have any questions,
please feel free to reach
out to the Board of
Christian Education.
There will be NO Sunday School on
September 5. Sunday School will officially
begin on September 12. As of right now, we are
still in need of teachers to support the K-2
class as well as the 3rd-6th grade. We want to
be able to have two adults in each classroom
each Sunday rotating them every other week.
Please see me for details and to volunteer.
Our confirmation class of 7th graders and
above will also be meeting during the Sunday
School time. The first Sunday of the month,
starting in October, they will be in worship,
participating as ushers, lay readers, helping with
the offering and communion. The second and
fourth Sundays, they will be meeting with Kris
Dornan (Thank you Kris!) and special guests for
Confirmation discussion. The 3rd Sunday of the
month, they will be doing team building and
other activities as developed for Confirmation

with Heather Smith and a few other adults. All
parents of youth who are eligible for
confirmation should have gotten a packet in the
mail about the program. If your youth has
not RSVP’d to me about joining the class,
please do so ASAP. This will replace the 7th
grade and above normal Sunday School class. If
you have any questions, please reach out to me,
Kris, or Heather.
Each confirmand is given a Mentor from
our congregation who meets with their mentee
individually throughout the year as well as for
several group activities. If you would like to
support our confirmands and be considered for
this amazing opportunity, please talk to me
before September 10. The confirmands will be
given a list of names of those willing to
volunteer and together the confirmand and I will
choose who they would like to ask to be their
mentor. So please consider volunteering to
support our confirmands!
Finally, our youth, grades 7th and above,
will be traveling to St. John’s UCC in Elmore,
Ohio on September 25-26 for an overnight with
other UCC youth. The programming will be led
by Andra Moran, a wonderful musician and
liturgy leader. Many of our youth met her two
years ago at a similar event. More information
will be available as soon as plans are finalized.
Finally, a HUGE shout out to the K-2
kiddos who faithfully attended Sunday School
this summer. We spent the 12 weeks learning
about the stories of Moses. Thanks to Jen
Anderson, Susan Dornan, Renee Dornan and
Beth, Ben, Charlotte, and Lily for their help each
Sunday.
Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks
September: falling
leaves, warm sweaters, the
aroma of burning leaves and
campfires aglow as we welcome
in the beginning of God’s
harvests, both of produce and
of soul-searching memories of
people and events in the past.
May God add His/Her blessings

to our coming and going in the future.
Thank you once again to those who
attended the festive gathering at Unplugged
Brewery to celebrate our own Tim O’Neill, and
his partners Carlos and Jose, owners of a new
business in our sister city of Elyria. Congrats
and best wishes for your continued success!
Overhead comments of attendees: fun,
enjoyment, different, tasty, and glad we came!!
(And Unplugged Brewery donated $200 from the
event to the church to help with the new youth
room.)
Our blood drive is Sunday, September
12 from 10:30 am to 1:00 p.m. Be sure to
see Becky Williams to sign up for a
specific time slot. (Thanks, Becky,
for being the official sign-up
person.) We need at least 18
donors to get the blood mobile
vehicle and staff here that
morning. They need blood
desperately so please consider
giving. (Don’t forget to bring your photo ID!)
Join us for a dine and donate fundraiser
at Texas Roadhouse in Elyria on Wednesday,
September 8 from 4 to 8 p.m. Please bring
the flyer (found later in this newsletter) with
you so that 10% of your check will be donated
back to our church.
North Ridgeville Community Care needs
personal items for men and women and paper
products to fill their shelves this month. Next
month the collection of all kinds of canned
goods will begin again. Thank you for your
generosity.
Just for your information…Our Giving
Tree for Community Care will begin in early
November to be ready for the Christmas gift
distribution in early December. Look for more
information next month.
See the world differently. Make us worthy Lord, to
serve our brothers and sisters throughout the world
who live and die in poverty and pain. Give them
today, through our hands, through our efforts,
through our prayers, their daily bread, and through
our understanding love, give them peace and joy.
Amen.

Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger
A few years ago I became more
interested in the church’s written history, at
least in part because of where I'm at on life's
journey. I wanted to learn and share our
history with other generations. We have a
plethora of historic information. Our church
kept copious records, some back to the 1800s.
The task of reading, sorting, and organizing
them into some kind of chronological order is
overwhelming. I've spent hundreds of hours
trying to get as much done by the church's
200th anniversary as possible.
Of course, this will be an ongoing labor of
love for years to come. The church and its
members have been through some tough times:
at least five wars, two pandemics, and we
suffered a loss of members that almost caused
us to cease to exist. We have had 43 pastors,
numerous organists/choir directors, teachers,
trustees, deacons, and amazing members who
have brought us to where we are today. We
have dealt with social issues, safety issues, and
economic issues. I think we have accomplished
much, but we have to continue to grow and
meet the challenges that lie ahead. I pray that
with God's help we can continue our ministry to
the community.
Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski
Thank you, Pastor Arik, for your hard
work and dedication to North Ridgeville's First
Congregational United Church of Christ over the
last seven years! It was a pleasure to get to
know you and your family. We wish you
nothing but the best!
After attending a recent church council
meeting, I believe we will be in good hands with
whomever will guide us in the interim. I am
100% confident that we will find another
outstanding individual to shepherd us into the
future.
To recap the last few months:
✓ The congregation performed a beautiful
spring cleaning.
✓ Chris Dlugosz found a door refinishing
company and guided the (front door) project
through completion. The church’s front

doors look beautiful...although we may have
to have them replaced the next time.
✓ Jamie Schupbach attempted to fix the ceiling
fan in the nursery. Sorry, that is still a work
in progress.
✓ Jon Eaton searched for a company to
evaluate our church basement for air quality
and electrical issues and possible water
intrusion, but Christian Education decided
the idea of using one on the Sunday school
rooms for a teen hang out/recreation room
would probably work better in the long run.
✓ Ric Sasse has been a regular at meetings
and we appreciate his input and wisdom.
✓ Jack Fitts completed the installation of the
ramp to the elevator, among other
things. He also has been an amazing help
transitioning me to the Chairperson position.
✓ I took the lead in finding a tree service
company to remove the tree by the road, as
more than one professional opinion felt it
was not worth saving.
✓ Linda Matis has been an incredible help in
every way possible. She is the glue that
helps hold it all together.
The Trustees have worked as a team to
share the projects, help each other, and make
sure that First Congregational United Church of
Christ is a great place to worship for individuals
and families. Thank you all!

Music Notes – Barb Habecker
Greetings everyone! I hope
you are all staying well (and dry). I
am thinking about the fall season and
the choir’s reforming. If you would
like to be in the chancel choir, just let
me know. Everyone will be pleased to
have you join us, and I will be truly blessed to
have everyone back again. (It gets really lonely
up in the choir loft.) I also would like to invite
you to be a part of our bell choir. We will be
meeting on Wednesday nights an hour before
chancel choir. So, bells at 6:30 and chancel
choir at 7:30. I will put a sign-up sheet on the
wall outside the chancel choir room for you to
write your name, phone number, and email if

you would like to join the bells. We need you in
both choirs. You know, when you sing - or play
- you pray twice. Yep, you do.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Lions Club of North
Ridgeville is hosting a citywide
Food Drive to benefit
Community Care on Saturday,
September 25, 2021. We are
asking for your help to collect
non-perishable food items to
help those in need in our
community. Some of the most
needed items are peanut
butter, jelly, tuna, pasta, spaghetti sauce,
and macaroni and cheese, as well as
toiletries or essentials. Items can be brought
to the church through Sunday, September 19.
A collection box will be in the Christian Ed
hallway.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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SWISS STEAK DINNER
Saturday, October 9
4 – 6:30 p.m.
Drive through pick up only
Come any time from 4:00 to 6:30 to pick up your meals.
This is a “reschedule” date from 2020 since the pandemic
shut us down. If you bought tickets for the 2020 SSD and
still have them, they will be honored (they must be presented
at time of pick up). If you paid for tickets in 2020, please
contact Linda Matis (327-2921 M-F 9am-noon) to confirm the
number of dinners you have paid for and will be picking up.
Our plan is to have cars enter through the west driveway (between the church and Liston’s
Funeral Home), stop in the back of the church to turn in tickets, then pull around the east side
of the church for pick up. The meals will consist of Swiss steak, mashed potatoes and gravy,
green beans, corn, salad (no dressing), roll, and pie (choices will be limited).
Tickets will be available for sale and must be paid for in advance by October 1.
Adults are $12 and children under 12 are $7.
We will need volunteers to help cook the food, box it up, take meals to cars, and direct traffic.
Watch for volunteer sign up sheets in the Sunday bulletins
or call the church office Monday through Friday from 9 am to noon to volunteer.

200th Anniversary: 2022 is the 200th
anniversary of First Congregational Church.
The committee (all are welcome!) has been
meeting to discuss celebration and
fundraising ideas. Some of the events will
include history moments during worship
services, an open house in June 2022, Corn
Festival parade float, and a celebratory
dinner at Tom’s Country Place. The next
meeting will be on Thursday, September 9 at
7 p.m. Please consider attending to help
plan this amazing milestone.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
Choir picnic 6 pm

5
6
Labor Day
Worship service 10:30 OFFICE CLOSED
Communion

7
CE 7 pm
Trustees 7 pm

AA Men 7:30 pm
AA Women 7 pm
12
13
Outreach 9:30 am
Council 7 pm
Worship service 10:30
Sunday school begins
Blood drive 10a-1p

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
14

AA Men 7:30 pm
19
Worship service 10:30
End Lion’s Club food
drive

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
21

AA Women 7 pm
20
Women’s book club
7 pm

AA Men 7:30 pm
AA Women 7 pm
26
27
Worship service 10:30

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm
28

AA Men 7:30 pm

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm

AA Women 7 pm

8
Texas Roadhouse
fundraiser 4-8 pm
Bell choir 6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm
15
Bell choir 6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm

22
Bell choir 6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm

29
Bell choir 6:30 pm
Choir 7:30 pm

Thu
2
Council interim mtg.
7 pm

Fri

Sat

3

4

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 7:30 pm
9
200th anniversary
meeting 7 pm

10

AA Couples 6 pm
11

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 7:30 pm
16
Newsletter articles
due

17

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 7:30 pm
23

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 7:30 pm
30

AA Women 6 pm
Al-Anon 7:30 pm

24

AA Couples 6 pm
18
Putnam vow renewal
11 am
Harris/Schoonover
wedding 2 pm
AA Couples 6 pm
25
Youth lock in @ St.
John’s UCC→

AA Couples 6 pm

