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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

Prior to the events of 9-11, the worst aircraft disaster occurred 

in 1977 in Tenerife in the Canary Islands.  Out of 644 total passengers 

and crew, 583 people passed away.  Fog that was so heavy the tower 

could not see the planes and the pilots could not see each other 

contributed to the disaster.  But the bigger problem according to 

some aviation historians was the communication between the tower 

and the pilots of the two jumbo jets.  Both pilots heard the tower's 

instructions, both pilots acknowledged, but both misunderstood what 

the tower had said.  Because of this accident, international guidelines 

for communications between the tower and pilots was standardized. 

During my initial year on the (police) department I was 

dispatched to a pedestrian versus car hit-skip accident.  It was a cold 

and dark late evening and the dispatcher gave me the location as “in 

front of Grandpa Hagedorn's house”.  Most officers either grew up in 

town or served long enough that they would have known where this 

was, but I did not.  I asked the dispatcher to give me a better location 

(actually, I said “WHERE??”).  He quickly realized the situation and 

guided me to the scene from where I was.   Had I not asked for more 

information instead of blindly making a guess, or if the dispatcher had 

not given me better directions, the juvenile pedestrian lying alongside 

the road with a broken leg would have suffered longer, or possibly 

been injured further. 

Good communication is important, but it only happens when we 

express ourselves clearly and listen to the other people in the 

conversation.  If the flow of information is one direction, it is not 

communication, it is a monologue – communication is an exchange of 

ideas or information.  Equally true is the ability of the other party, or 

parties, to hear what you are saying.  Clear, concise language, written
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or oral, is imperative.  Good communication 

is important and requires thought and 

effort.  How well do you communicate with 

others? 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

February begins with a new twist to 

Sunday School.  The 3rd-6th grade class has 

started a book study that will continue 

through March.  The class will be reading a 

portion of the book at home each week to 

prepare for the discussions on Sunday 

morning.  The book, Wonder by RJ Palacio, 

is the story of August, “Auggie” Pullman, a 

boy born with a facial deformity that 

prevented him from going to mainstream 

school until now.  The book is the story of 

the kind, and not so kind, classmates and 

how Auggie convinces them he is just like 

them despite appearances.  If you would 

like to read the book, it is available at the 

public library or check with me to see if I 

have any copies.  In the first part of March 

we will have an adult book discussion before 

or after church with any adults who read the 

book.   

Along the same line, the pre-K through 

second graders will be using the book We’re 

All Wonders by RJ Palacio as the basis for 

their lessons during February.  This is a 

picture book based on the same story.  We 

are really looking forward to trying this new 

concept for Sunday School! 

Sunday, February 6 will be Bible 

Sunday.  We have three “littles” receiving 

their first Bibles, a group of second graders 

who will get their children’s Bible and our 

confirmands/youth 8th grade and above 

who will be receiving their youth Study 

Bible.  We also have a variety of Bibles to 

give away that have accumulated in my 

office.   

On Sunday, February 27, Christian 

Education will be sponsoring a 

Mardi Gras/Chili Cook-off 

after church.  There will be a 

free will offering to taste three 

chili entries, cornbread muffins, cupcakes 

and drinks.  We are in need of volunteers to 

make a crock pot of their favorite chili 

recipe for the cook-off.  The 

winner will receive the coveted 

“golden ladle”.  Everyone will 

receive beads and someone 

will be named the “Keeper of 

the Alleluias.”  Proceeds from 

this event will support the youth/adults 

attending the mission trip to Lotts Creek 

this June.  A sign-up sheet to provide chili is 

posted outside Mary’s office.  

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 
 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger 

Greetings Everyone.  As of the time of 

writing this we are still meeting in a 

modified form of worship.  The Deacons 

duties have changed somewhat to adapt to 

our new situation.  Deacons serve to help 

with the service.  Currently, there are four 

Deacons.  We should have between seven 

and nine Deacons.  We ask you to 

prayerfully consider joining the 

Deacons.  We will help you learn the 

ropes.  It's not hard, but it does involve a 

little extra time the Sunday you are the lead 

Deacon, and a short meeting once a month 

after church.   Schedules are flexible and we 

trade with each other as needed.  You won't 

go solo until you are comfortable, and other 

Deacons at church are available to assist or 

answer questions.  I still forget things and 

they haven't fired me yet!  If we had seven 



Deacons each of us would only have one 

Sunday out of seven to be the lead 

Deacon.  Please consider joining us in 

serving our church through worship.  Bring 

a friend to join with you. 

Serve the Lord with gladness-Psalm 100:2 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski 

 Hello again my family in Christ!  This 

month's newsletter is again going to be a 

short one!  If you really enjoy reading, I 

suggest you read a copy of the Trustees 

Annual Report.  That will provide a very 

concise review of 2021.  However, I would 

like to thank Chris Dlugosz and Ric Sasse 

for their dedication as the they step down 

from the Board of Trustees.  I would also 

like to welcome new Board members Larry 

Mytnick,  Daryl and Barb VonBenken.   

Best of luck to everyone in the new 

year! 

 

Outreach Committee News 

Our committee plans on having a 

rummage sale on May 21.  Please save your 

gently used items for this money-making all 

church event.  Hold on to them for now…we 

will let you know when we are accepting 

donations closer to the event.   We are also 

planning to invite the One World Shop to 

our church for some pre-Mother’s Day gift 

buying in April.  They always bring unique 

items our way so don’t miss it.  Mark your 

calendar for June 19 as Outreach will be 

sponsoring a Father’s Day pancake brunch 

after the worship service.  Let’s make this a 

big free will offering money maker! 

Remember to keep Community Care 

in your prayers and on your shopping list 

for food items to share, such as:  spaghetti 

sauce and pasta, peanut butter, jams and 

jellies, canned veggies, fruits, and tuna, 

boxed bacon, potatoes, rice, and macaroni 

and cheese, luncheon snacks, J-ello and 

puddings, and personal items used daily.  

Bring items to church and place in the 

collection boxes up and down stairs.  We’ll 

see that they get to Community Care pronto!  

Thank you in advance. 

Know someone who could use a little 

lift?  Send them a card or a note to brighten 

their day.  Give them a call and tell them 

you are thinking about them.  Be the reason 

someone smiles today!!! 

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four 

special mission offerings of the United 

Church of Christ.  This Lenten Offering 

supports the disaster, refugee, and 

development ministries of the United Church 

of Christ within Wider Church Ministries.  

Look for more information in March.   

 



 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Many thanks to our church family for all 
the cards, calls and prayers in the loss of our 
son-in-law Ken, and Evan in less than ten 
days.  Your kind thoughts of Evan will 
always be remembered and have been a 
source of comfort. – Kate Harrold & family 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From the staff of First Congregational 

Church:  We would like to thank you all for 

the generous Christmas gifts that we 

received.  You are all very kind and working 

here is a blessing! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Dear First Congregational Church, 

We hope this letter finds you and your 
families safe and warm this winter.  We’re happy to 
report that 2021 was a record year.  Over 40 million 
pounds of clothing were donated to our clothing 
sheds – that’s over 200,000 pounds of clothing 
collected evert business day! 
 Every clothing shed is an important part of 
the big picture.  Here are some numbers to show 
you the impact your own shed made in 2021: 

✓ 30,712 pounds of clothing were donated to 
your shed in 2021 

✓ This was enough to clothe an estimated 
5,658 people all over the world 

✓ Based on this volume of clothing, your 
organization received $1,228.00 
Thank you so much for partnering with us on 

this.  We truly appreciate all the support you 
continue to give to the clothing shed program! 
Sincerely, 
The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



The month of December was a very difficult time for First Congregational Church as we lost 

four dear and beloved members/friends.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to all of the 

families. 

 

Evan M. Harrold, 82, 

of Elyria, passed away 

peacefully on 

Thursday December 

30, 2021 at O’Neill 

Health Care in North 

Ridgeville, following a 

short illness.  He was 

born January 4, 1939 

in Lucerne Mines, 

PA.  Evan is survived 

by: his beloved wife of 

56 years, Kathleen 

“Kate” (nee King); 

two daughters, Leslie 

Thompson (the Late 

Ken) of Elyria and 

Leigh Kappelman 

(Rob) of Palm Coast, 

Florida; two 

grandchildren, 

Brittney Thompson of 

North Ridgeville and 

Jacob Thompson 

(Becca) of Wellington; 

a sister-in-law and 

several nieces and 

nephews.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret I. “Peg” 

Hopkins (nee Watson), 

93, of North 

Ridgeville, passed 

away on December 25, 

2021 at O’Neill 

Healthcare in North 

Ridgeville.  She was 

born February 19, 

1928 in Rochester, 

NY.  Peg is survived 

by: one son, Mark 

Hopkins of North 

Ridgeville; five 

grandchildren, Rev. 

Shannon Trenton, 

Mark Hopkins Jr., 

Karen, Andrea and 

Jillian Hopkins; 

several great 

grandchildren; a 

brother, Douglas 

Watson (Patty) of 

Georgia; a brother-in-

law, Ken Hopkins Sr. 

(Margaret) of 

Champion, OH; and 

several nieces and 

nephews.   

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Reid Ireland, 

89, of North 

Ridgeville, passed 

away on Monday 

December 27, 2021 at 

Ames Family Hospice 

in Westlake.  He was 

born November 8, 

1932 in Lorain. Dave 

is survived by: his 

wife of 68 years, Mary 

(nee Reyes); four sons, 

David (Joelle), 

Thomas (Diane), 

Robert (Tammy) and 

Jeffrey; a daughter, 

Theresa Loy; 13 

grandchildren; and 30 

great grandchildren.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mildred “Millie” 

Lowther passed away 

on December 30, 

2021.  A private 

funeral was held at 

Evergreen Cemetery in 

Westlake.

ANNUAL MEETING RESCHEDULED:  

The annual meeting for 2021 which 

was to be held on January 23 was 

cancelled due to the weather and lack 

of a quorum.  The meeting has been 

rescheduled for February 13 after the 

worship service.  All members are 

asked to attend. 



 



 



 





Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  

CE 7 pm 

Trustees 7 pm 

 

 

 

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  

Bell choir 6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

4  

 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

AA Couples 6 pm 

6  

Outreach 9:30 am 

Worship 10:30 am 

Communion 

Bible Sunday 

 

AA Men 7:30 pm 

7  

 

 

 

 

 

AA Women 7 pm 

8  

Council 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  

Bell choir 6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 

 

 

4-H 7 pm 

10  

 

 

 

 

 

Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

11  

 

12  

 

 

 

 

 

AA Couples 6 pm 

13  

Worship 10:30 am 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 

RESCHEDULE 

DATE 

 

AA Men 7:30 pm 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Women 7 pm 

15  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  

Newsletter articles 

due 

Bell choir 6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

17  

200th Anniversary 

mtg. 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

18  

 

19  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Couples 6 pm 

20  

Worship 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Men 7:30 pm 

21  

Presidents’ Day 

OFFICE CLOSED 

Book Club 7 pm 

 
 

 

AA Women 7 pm 

22  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  

Bell choir 6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

4-H 7 pm 

24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

25  

 

26  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA Couples 6 pm 

27  

Worship 10:30 am 

Deacons 11:30 am 

Mardi Gras 

Chili Cook Off 

 

AA Men 7:30 pm 

28  

 

 

 

 

 

AA Women 7 pm 

 

 

Pastor Tony off 2/14 – 2/22 

Pastor Tony off 2/14 – 2/22 


