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Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

I don't know about you, but for me Easter means spring has 

arrived.  No matter that, according to the calendar, the official first 

day of spring occurs earlier.  Easter also signifies the end of the 

Lenten season.  It is the most significant Christian holiday and has its 

own traditions.  Such as the Easter Bunny, a tradition that comes from 

Germany.  And, like Santa Claus, the Easter Hare brought eggs and 

sweets to “good children” who obeyed their parents. 

Speaking of eggs, the symbolism of rebirth and new life that it 

invokes dates back long before the Christian era.  (The egg is also an 

important part of the Jewish seder.)  The early Christian tradition said 

that during Lent eggs were not to be eaten, but the hens kept on 

laying them.  What to do with all those extra eggs?  They were often 

collected and decorated.  In some European cultures the eggs were 

pierced and the contents removed to make them hollow.  They would 

then decorate and hang the eggs on trees and shrubs.  Some 

Christian traditions involve dying eggs crimson to honor the blood 

shed by Christ.  These eggs are then given to each other. 

Another tradition is that of the “Paschal greeting” where the 

response to someone exclaiming "Christ is risen!" is "Christ is risen, 

indeed!".   The word “indeed” as used here is an adverb that means 

truly or in fact.  It comes from combining two words, in and deed, 

which indicate an action has happened.  Saying "Christ has risen" is 

both true and indicates an action.  Likewise, hope and faith are both 

action words and they are also a part of Easter.  The words are not 

just symbolic, but, as action words, they require us to do 

something.  It all fits.  Christ rising in deed, hope for the future, and a 

faith that we practice, all of these signify actions.   

Happy Easter!  Christ is Risen! 

April 2022 



From the Interim Minister 

On Sunday March 20 I preached on 

repentance, which is a mind shift or a 

change in attitude that effects one’s 

behavior.  It’s not necessarily a full turn 

around; repentance can be a slight course 

adjustment.  Repentance in essence is a 

realignment of one’s will to God’s. 

Repentance at First Congregational 

Church might look like turning away from 

seeing the lack of money and people to 

seeing the abundance that is already here. 

The congregation looks healthy, with young 

families and children, multiple generations 

worshipping together, strong outreach and 

mission, great music, and excellent faith 

formation.  The sanctuary is beautiful with a 

nice organ and pianos.  First Congregational 

Church has a good reputation among the 

clergy in North Ridgeville as well as with the 

professional funeral directors nearby.  Your 

faith is strong and you live into it in 

fantastic ways. 

Repentance requires an awareness of 

wrongdoing or wrong thinking.  Become 

aware of the thoughts and words of “I wish 

we had more people” or “How do we get 

more children into the church” or “We need 

to increase our revenue”; and when they 

arise, change your mind to name the 

blessings at First Congregational.  There are 

regular visitors to the worship.  There are 

children present and engaged in the life of 

the church.  Revenue comes in a variety of 

means including the grant from the 

Association. 

I hear those wishes, wants, and 

desires as part of the grief over the loss 

sustained over the last many decades.  

There is a sadness that churches across the 

U.S. have not been able to gain members in 

numbers equal to or greater than the losses 

due to death, moving away, or growing up. 

The decline of members and revenue relates 

to faith in several ways.  First, for those 

people whose faith was developed in large 

and active congregations (like First 

Congregational Church had a few decades 

ago), there may be an equating of the 

strength of one’s faith with a full sanctuary 

and coffers.  Second, our faith was once 

central to the secular society with federal 

holidays aligning to Christian holy-days, 

promotions at large companies relying 

partially on membership in communities of 

faith, and foundational portions of the faith 

embedded in education, shopping, and 

government.  Secular institutions have been 

pulling back from their enmeshment with 

faith leaving churches to teach all of the 

faith formation.  Third, the people who are 

committed to attending and participating in 

church are the “faithful remnant” who 

understand that faith is best practiced with 

other faithful.  

Repentance at First Congregational 

might be to see and name how God is still 

present even with fewer numbers.  God 

desires faithful people to be able to speak 

truth about injustices to power which is 

difficult if the church is intertwined with 

secular power.  God blesses the faithful 

remnant many times in the Bible and those 

who remain want to be there and want to 

promote the faith.  As we move toward 

Easter, Jesus calls us to repentance, to see 

life in its resurrected form rather than 

decline and death and to celebrate what 

God has done and continues to do in and 

through faith communities. 

So folks, repent.  Repent and change 

your mind, your viewpoint, your behavior. 

Name the many blessings in your 

congregation.  And have faith that God is 

with you now and long into the future. 

Peace, Pastor Tony 



 
 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

Happy Spring!  As we continue with 

the Lenten season our youngest kiddos have 

just finished their book study of We’re All 

Wonders by R.J. Palacio.  This was a 

wonderful complement to our Bucket Fillers 

unit.  One of the things I have learned 

throughout the pandemic is Sunday School 

can look very different from our traditional 

way of doing things.  The “traditional” 

Sunday School curriculum was not the 

optimum way when doing Sunday School via 

Zoom.  I found it very difficult to videotape a 

lesson “pretending” that I was actually live 

with the kids.  So I used my favorite form of 

execution in my school classroom and built 

our curriculum around a theme.  This 

proved to be much more engaging and I 

could actually do it live with the kids.  Since 

we have come back into the church setting, 

we have continued this type of learning and 

I have seen much more engagement and 

understanding with the kids.  Our older kids 

are working towards completion of their 

book Wonder.  Add to that, our confirmation 

class continues on their journey. 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

bought popcorn for our Lotts Creek mission 

trip fundraiser.  Every dollar we raise will go 

towards funding the trip.  So far, four youth 

and three adults have committed to 

participate in the trip June 17-23.  We are 

hoping to have one more fundraiser to help 

offset the cost for each person.  We will also 

gladly accept monetary donations.  Just 

mark it for “Lotts Creek” and put it in the 

offering plate or send it to the church office.   

On Saturday, April 9 from 4-7 pm we 

will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt and 

Lenten activities.  Each 

family is asked to bring at 

least a dozen hard boiled 

eggs to color and their own 

dinner.  We will have the Easter Egg Hunt by 

age groups and other ages will be doing 

crafts and other activities.  There is a sign-

up sheet outside my office.  Please sign up 

by April 5 so we have enough supplies on 

hand.   

On Friday, April 8 the confirmation 

class will be going to the Synagogue to 

learn about the Jewish faith.  We will be 

leaving the church at 4:15 m and return 

about 9:00 pm.  We are working on visiting 

the Mosque in Parma and a Buddhist 

temple in the next few months.  Due to 

many extenuating circumstances, we have 

extended confirmation through the summer 

using a different format and will confirm 

our youth in September.  Please keep our 

confirmands and their leaders in your 

prayers.   

Blessings for a joyous Easter! 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 

 According to the Farmer’s Almanac, if 

we have a moist April, we’ll have a clear 

June.  The darkness of winter weather fades 

with the hope of springtime, reminding us 

why Jesus, at His darkest hour, gave his life 

on the cross to redeem us from sin and 

bring life renewed and light to our darkened 



world—God’s ultimate gift to humanity.  

Thanks be to God, our Father. 

 Happy Easter to you and yours from 

all of us! 

 Our special family of eight will be 

receiving a big basket of love from all of us 

at First Congregational UCC.  There are six 

children from 3 years to 16 years old.  

Books, bible stories, candy, fruit, stuffed 

animals…love in action for a family we’ll 

never meet. 

 Thank you to everyone who heard the 

need around the world and gave to One 

Great Hour of Sharing.  You continue to 

share with the unknown because God first 

loved us and we, in turn, love one another 

as ourselves as Jesus taught us to do. 

 Next month on May 1 One World Shop 

will be here to introduce you to goods of gift 

quality produced in countries around the 

world for us to see and purchase in our own 

fellowship hall from 10 am to 2 pm.  These 

purchases are a source of payment for third 

world artisans so please support this 

Outreach program, and thank you in 

advance. 

 Our dine and donate fundraiser will 

not be happening in April or May as planned 

due to miscommunication.  We will be trying 

to set up a date in June instead.  We’ll all be 

extra hungry by then! 

 During the week of May 15 through 

20, Outreach will be accepting items for the 

all-church rummage sale on Saturday, May 

21.  Bring your gently used/new items to 

the church from 9 am to noon during the 

week and place them in the undercroft of 

the church, leaving an aisle down the 

middle for access to the 

stairway at the end of the 

hall.  A member of 

Outreach will assist you at 

the back door.  We will 

also have an EVENING DROP OFF on 

Wednesday, May 18 from 6-8 pm for those 

who can’t make it in the mornings. Then on 

Friday, May 20 we will be setting up 

fellowship hall for the sale.  We need all 

church help for this!  Set up will begin at 9 

a, on May 20 and we should be ready by 

noon.  Lunch will be available for all 

workers.  We will need your help on 

Saturday, May 21 during the sale as well (9 

am to 2 pm and clean up after).  Please help 

this to be a successful endeavor.  Thank you 

in advance!! 

 Happy Mother’s Day to all the moms, 

grandmothers, etc.! 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Diane Perry 

Welcome to April!  As we continue our 

trek to Easter morning the days are longer 

and brighter. I know we are all anxious for 

spring to get our flowers and trees in full 

bloom.   

Recently, some Sundays have been 

rough weather-wise; looking forward to and 

hoping for sunny days for our Palm Sunday 

and Easter morning services. 

Finally,  

Plant your Spring Garden 

   Three rows of peas 

  - Peace of mind 

  - Peace of heart 

  - Peace of soul 

   Three rows of squash  

  - Squash indifference  

  - Squash hatred 

  - Squash bullying  

  Three rows of lettuce  

  - Let us be kind 

  - Let us be compassionate  

  - Let us love one another  

  Water with patience and cultivate 

with love. 

 



Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski 

Hello again my congregational family 

in Christ.  As April approaches we are slowly 

but surely moving closer to a new normal 

that is becoming more familiar to the old 

normal.  Church attendance has increased.  

Fellowship events are returning.  And 

fundraisers are back on the calendar.  Yeah! 

With the help of Secretary and 

Treasurer Linda Matis, the water pressure 

issue throughout the church has been 

resolved.   In coordinating with Geisel, a 

restricted pipe was discovered and replaced. 

Long term, Trustees will continue to 

work on a water intrusion issue in the 

basement of the Church.  We will also 

facilitate Christian Education with the 

transformation of the Young Adults Youth 

Recreation Room.  We will be scheduling a 

spring clean-up day soon.  We will also be 

looking into ways to increase revenue for 

the church.   Most notably it was suggested 

at Church Council that maybe we can 

upgrade our non-member wedding fees to 

help supplement income. 

Have a wonderful Spring! 

 

4/1 Krista O’Neill 

4/2 Matthew Hogue-Smith 

4/4 Tom Packard 

4/15 Heather Smith 

4/16 John Petroff 

4/18 Cate Dornan 

4/18 Matt Dornan 

4/27 Abigail Packard 

4/30 Dolores Pesch 

4/30 June Yost 

 4/3 Ric & Sallie Sasse 

 4/15 Any & Shirley Sunyak 

 4/16 Craig & Brenda Schutz 

 4/25 Bob & Linda Matis 

 4/28 Jim & June Yost 

 
Save the Dates – 200th Anniversary 

Celebration 

❖ May 1 – Kick Off Sunday with guest 

speaker Rev. David Long-Higgins 

❖ June 12 – Open House Sunday with 

church tours and ice cream social from 

1-5 pm and N.R. Cemetery tours from 12-

6 pm in coordination with the N.R. 

Historical Society (set up on June 11) 

❖ Aug. 14 – Corn Festival parade 

❖ Sep. 25 – 200th Anniversary Celebration 

Luncheon from 1-5 pm at Tom’s Country 

Place.  Cost per person TBD. 

❖ Dec. 18 – Special worship service 

commemorating the first meeting 

featuring the bell choir, chancel choir, 

and others. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women’s Book Club 

All meetings at church at 7:00 pm 

April 18:  The Secrets Between Us by 

Thrity Umrigar 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Due to the high cost of Pushpay, our 

online giving platform, and the fees 

associated with it, we have decided to 

terminate our contract with them 

effective April 30, 2022.  If we decide to 

pursue online giving again, we will let 

everyone know via the bulletins and 

newsletters.  In the meantime, you may 

drop your donations in the offering plate 

on Sundays or send them to the church. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

the financial secretary or a member of 

the Trustees.  Thank you for your 

continued support of First Congregational 

Church.   

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Moment in History #3 

 Native Americans were a part of the early 
settlers’ life.  The rich hunting grounds of the 
Western Reserve were home to the Iroquois tribe, 
but other tribes would also visit the area.  The native 
peoples became upset at the theft of land and 
resources and there was warfare between the early 
settlers and the native, indigenous peoples from 
1780 until about 1795 when “Mad” Anthony Wayne 
defeated 12 tribes that had joined together to fight 
the settlers.  So, when the first settlers in Ridgeville 
arrived in 1810, there was relative peace with the 
First Nation peoples until the War of 1812 when 
British and Indians joined forces.  The victory of 
Admiral Perry in Lake Erie secured relative peace for 
the settlers and the fear of Indian reprisals 
diminished. 
 Following the War of 1812 small bands of 
Indians would pass through the area enroute to the 
Rocky River area where they would mourn their 
dead, hunt, fish, and collect the sap of maple trees 
for “sugaring off”.  While passing through, they 
would trade at the stores and when Wyllis Terrell 
opened his tavern, he treated them kindly, enough 
so that they would sometimes stay the night and 
even bring their families.  Relations stayed friendly 
and after Major Terrell bought the Cahoon grist mill, 
the native peoples would go there for their corn and 
meal.  He often trusted them to make payment 
when they could and they in return would 
sometimes bring presents for his family.  Native 
Americans passing through the area would 
sometimes stop at the settlers’ cabins asking for 
food, and after being fed would continue their 
journey.  There were Native Americans living in 
Lorain County until about 1827. (March 13, 2022) 

A Moment in History #4 
 The first school was built of logs on land near 
the center of town.  The seats consisted of slabs of 
wood resting on pine and hewed on the upper side.  
In one end of the building was a fireplace with a 
stone back but without sides, and the logs would 
frequently catch fire.  The opposite end had a 
window made by cutting out a single log for 10-12 
feet.  The first teacher was Lydia Terrell, daughter of 
Noah Terrell, who taught in the summer of 1814.   
She became ill and died in August of that year.  She 
was buried on what was the Morgan farm.  Today 
her remains rest in an unmarked grave.  The next 
schoolteacher was Betsy Shellhouse.  John Reading 
was the first male teacher.  This first school was used 
until 1817 when it was destroyed by fire.  Another 
schoolhouse of logs was built immediately after.  
Wyllis Terrell, Sr. was an early schoolteacher in this 
structure.  The town subsequently divided into two 
school districts with one schoolhouse in the west 
part of town and one in the east part which was the 
first frame schoolhouse.  It was built in 1821 and 
located on the farm then owned by Philander Terrell. 
 In the 1820s Ridgeville began to modernize.  
Drainage improved because people paid their taxes 
by digging ditches in lieu of paying with money.  
Farms expanded and orchards bore fruit.  Cattle ate 
feed instead of wild onions and garlic.  Milk and 
cheese became more palatable.  In 1821 school 
districts were created.  Nature’s highway on the 
beach of Lake Erie was narrowing by 200-300 feet in 
places due to man-made erosion, but long-range 
travel improved with the arrival of steamboats on 
Lake Erie and the 1825 opening of the Erie Canal.  In 
1821 Ridgeville’s first settlers planted many maple 
seedlings along both sides of Center Ridge Road.  
The trees formed a canopy of branches covering 
much of the road.  This became a regional attraction 
for well over a century. (March 27, 2022) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
 
 
 
 
AA Couples 6 pm 

3  
5th Sunday in Lent 
Outreach 9:30 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
Communion 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

5  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

6  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

7  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

8  
Confirmands to 
Synagogue (depart 
4:15)  

9  
Easter egg hunt 4-7 
pm 
 
 
 
AA Couples 6 pm 

10  
Palm Sunday 
Worship 10:30 am 
 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

11  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

12  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

13  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm  
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

14  
Maundy Thursday 
service 7 pm 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

15  
OFFICE CLOSED 
Good Friday Cross 
Walk 5:30 pm @ 
South Central Park 
gazebo 

16  
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
AA Couples 6 pm 

17  
Easter 
Sunrise svc. 7 am 
Traditional svc. 
10:30 am 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

18  
Women’s book 
club 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

19  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

20  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

21  
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

22  
 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Couples 6 pm 

24  
Worship 10:30 am 
Deacons 11:30 am 
 
Girl Scouts 3 pm 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

25  
Secretary on 
vacation 4/25-4/29 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

26  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

27  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm  
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

28  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

29  
 

30  
 
 
 
 
AA Couples 6 pm 

 
 

 

 


