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From the Interim Minister  

Interim Ministers are trained to take a congregation through 

five tasks:  1. Come to terms with the history, 2. Become clear about 

your identity, 3. Allow/empower shifts in leadership to occur, 4. 

Rethink/renew denominational linkages, 5. Make a commitment to the 

next (pastoral) leadership and the future.  How would you say you’ve 

done on these tasks this last year? 

From my perspective, you are a kind and caring congregation, 

and many of you are in service industries working with people.  You 

love God, this church, and each other.  You are deservedly proud of 

your 200 years of ministry in N. Ridgeville, and you understand that 

this history has had ups and downs and God has always been there.  

It has been a great joy to explore and celebrate this bicentennial year 

with you.  

What is it that you name as the central identity of First 

Congregational?  How do you tell other people about your church?   

How would you name the vision of ministry here in ten words? 

Implicitly, the vision for this year was to re-open and figure out how to 

be church in this brave new world.  This, I think, was what we needed 

this year.  Explicitly, we were to work on financial transparency and 

come to terms with your identity as a progressive church in a rapidly 

growing, formerly rural region.  We can celebrate that the $200 for the 

200th is well on its way and has brought in $5,000 to date.  And the 

focus on nearby housing developments is happening--most recently 

with the open house.  

Changes in lay leadership occur as one pastor’s tenure rolls 

over for another pastor to come in.  My experience with leadership 

change is that it does take some work, it takes some time, and it takes 

commitment to change.  It also takes leaders to step away.  As we 

step into nominations season, some of you may be asked to come 

onto a committee or board and become new leaders of the church; 
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and I hope you consider saying yes, not 

because it needs to be done, not because no 

one else will, but because this opening, this 

request, is of the Holy Spirit.  It could be 

God calling you into service; remember that 

God sometimes speaks through nominations 

committees. 

I experience you as well-connected to 

the denomination.  The United Church of 

Christ is an integral part of your identity. 

This year of celebration allowed the 

Conference Minister to preach in May.  The 

Council and the Search Committee have 

been working closely with the Association 

General Minister.  First Congregational 

Church was represented at the Heartland 

Conference Annual Meeting as well as the 

Living Water Association Annual Meeting.  

We hosted a neutral pulpit as part of our 

denominational covenant.  These reveal a 

commitment to our connection with the 

wider church.  I pray that you continue to 

foster these connections. 

What is next?  Only God knows.  The 

pastor that God has in mind for you may 

surprise you, may challenge you.  Trust, 

though, that God is in the process.  Christ 

has blessed the Church and its continuation; 

a new pastor is being prepared to serve 

First Congregational Church.  The Holy 

Spirit’s passion for expressing our faith 

through worship, service, education, 

proclamation, and community will catch fire 

in the heart of a new pastor, and a 

commitment on your part to the new 

pastor’s leadership will allow your ministry 

to flourish here in North Ridgeville.  

As always, if you’d like to discuss this 

or any other topic, please let me know.  You 

are in my prayers. 

Peace, 

Pastor Tony 

 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

"Pray as though everything depended on God. Work 
as though everything depended on you."  Saint 
Augustine 

As we look ahead to October and a 

new season, and with summer in the rear-

view mirror of our memory, changes are 

coming to First Congregational as well.  In 

early November we will be saying goodbye 

to Pastor Tony Clark and hello to... 

someone.  As I write this in early 

September, we, your church council, have 

just started the process of finding another 

interim.  It will be a transition period that 

has the potential to be very stressful or very 

fulfilling or more likely both.  Our pledge 

drive is starting while this transition is 

taking place and I know there are people 

who would really like to know beforehand 

who is going to be filling the pulpit, both in 

the short term and in the long term.  This is 

probably not possible, and I pray that this 

does not adversely affect the financial 

condition of our church. 

I don't know who will be in the pulpit 

on Sunday mornings.  As a matter of fact, I 

don't even have a list of possibilities from 

the Association at this time.  There have 

been discussions about having the pulpit 

filled on occasion with individuals not 

currently ordained, both from within and 

without the congregation.  With Advent 

approaching I would really like to see a 

continuity in the pulpit, but this may not be 

our reality.   This is a time when your 

prayers and continued support are 

increasingly important. 

I remember that in the history of our 

congregation we have been on the verge of 

becoming extinct at times, only to be 

revitalized by a dynamic personality.   I 

don't know how many times a D. C. White 

comes along, and while it would be nice, it is 



certainly nothing we can count 

on.  However, it will not be even remotely 

possible without the congregation's 

support.  Your contributions - financial as 

well as participatory - are critical; an active 

congregation is inviting to others in the 

community and encourages them to want to 

join in. 

It is important to be willing to change 

and to accept change.  Our faith requires us 

to practice what we preach, much as a 

lawyer or doctor practices their profession.  

Right now, we need to practice generosity, 

patience, and understanding more than 

ever.  We need to work, as St. Augustine 

said, as though everything depended on 

us.  Because it does. 

Please support your church during 

this period and into the future, whatever 

that may bring. 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

  Welcome to one of my 

favorite month:  OCTOBER!  I 

love to see God’s beauty in all 

the changing colors, the crisp 

air, and of course pumpkins!  

This is a perfect season to be exploring the 

story of CREATION in Sunday School!  All of 

the grade levels are delving into this 

wonderful story from the book of Genesis 

from now until the beginning of Advent.   

And speaking of October…it is time 

for TRUNK OR TREAT!  It is scheduled for 

Sunday, October 23.  We will begin the 

festivities at 4:00 with a bounce house 

(weather permitting and until 5:30) and 

crafts/games.  At 5:45, we will gather 

together for a simple meal of hot dogs, 

snacks, and juice.  This will give kids time 

afterwards to get dressed in their costumes 

and be ready for Trunk or Treat at 6:30 pm.  

You may come for all, just dinner and Trunk 

or Treat, or just Trunk or Treat.  If you are 

coming to the event for any/all activities, 

please sign up outside my office so we have 

an accurate number to plan for.  Also, we 

need people to provide the TRUNKS with 

treats!  There is a sign-up sheet outside my 

office for that, too!  If you are providing a 

trunk with candy, please be in the 

designated parking area by 6:15 ready to 

go!  You are more than welcome to invite 

friends/neighbors and your families but 

please let me know on the sign-up sheet so 

we have an accurate count.  This is a rain or 

shine event, like last year, everything would 

be moved indoors if there is inclement 

weather! 

Words cannot express my thanks to 

everyone who supported our four 

confirmands on their journey the last 18 

months.  It was truly a blessing to them to 

have such an amazing church family who 

truly walks the walk.  Their confirmation 

service was well received with many of you 

commenting on their Statements of Faith 

and all the elements of the service.  Turning 

the water into wine was pretty amazing!  

Thank you to Shirley Sunyak, Pastor Tony, 

Linda Matis, and Barb Habecker for their 

support with the service. 

Just a few reminders: 

Sunday, October 2 is World 

Communion Sunday and everyone is in 

church. 

Sunday, October 9 is Blessing of the 

Pets Sunday and everyone will be outdoors 

with their pets. 

THERE WILL BE NURSERY CARE FOR 

4 AND YOUNGER ON THOSE SUNDAYS.  On 



all other Sundays, there will be nursery care 

for those 3 and younger. 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, 

December 11.  It is GINGERBREAD HOUSE 

BUILDING Sunday after worship.  More 

information coming in the November 

Messenger! 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 

 Although we missed a month, our 

committee continues to reach out to the 

community through our donations to 

Community Care because of you, our 

generous and caring congregation.  Thank 

you for your ongoing support!! 

 We are looking forward to our Dining 

to Donate church fundraiser at Applebee’s 

in Avon on Thursday, October 13 from 11 

am to close.  Bring the flyer with you so our 

church can receive back 15% of the meal 

prices.  We need all of you to attend to make 

this a successful event!  Be sure to turn your 

flyer in to your server for credit.  Thank you. 

 At this time we would like to thank 

those who contacted Vitalant Blood Bank 

and gave much-needed donations of life 

maintaining fluids for their low supply at 

this time of the year.  Blood is life!  If you 

haven’t given yet, it’s never too late.  Call 1-

877-258-4825 to make an appointment. 

 The total in our $200 for 200 years 

fund has moved on a positive note, from 

$3,000 in July to $5,000 in September.  

Let’s keep the momentum going!!  The goal 

is $10,000 by November.  We can do it!  

Please help our church reach this goal so 

we will have the extra funds to pay the 

much-awaited seated pastor who will fill our 

pulpit in 2023.  It will be here before you 

know it.  We know it’s a lot to ask of you, but 

our future depends on it!!  Please find the 

means to donate what you can and mark 

your donation “$200 for 200”.  Thank you in 

advance. 

 Neighbors in Need (NIN) is one of the 

special five collections of the United Church 

of Christ for people all over the world who 

need assistance.  On the first four Sundays 

of October Outreach will sponsor a Mission 

Moment during the service to remind us of 

all of the special needs outside our realm of 

understanding and how we might help to 

make a difference.  Mark your donations 

“NIN”. 

 

Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski 

  Hello again my family in Christ.  The 

Board of Trustees had a productive month. 

     1.  With the help of our secretary Linda 

Matis keeping excellent records and Jamie 

Schupbach researching parking lot 

resurfacing companies, we have decided to 

go with Griffith Paving out of Sheffield 

Village.   They did a great job seven years 

ago and we are confident they will do a 

great job again this fall or next spring, 

weather dependent.   As you may recall, we 

have the funding set aside for the needed 

project from pledges to General Capital. 

     2. Daryl vonBenken worked hard to get 

estimates for an excavation and 

waterproofing of the back outside corner of 

the last room in the undercroft.  USA 

Waterproofing and Foundation Services 

impressed us, but we will be holding off on 

this project to try and space our expenses 

out.  Currently this room is dry since the 

downspouts were repositioned.  

     3.  We have decided to go with an oak 

tree from North Ridgeville's Don Mould's 

Plantation Garden Center and Nursery on 

Lorain Road as a replacement for the maple 

that we lost last year.  Oak is sturdy and has 

a life expectancy of 200 to 300 years.  We 

will be planting this fall. 



     4.  Unfortunately, we are also gathering 

information and estimates for a leaking roof 

above the choir loft.  These sorts of things 

happen with a beautiful church that is 

pushing close to 200 years old. 

     5.  Finally, get ready for stewardship.  

Yes, it is that time again.  Please keep in 

mind inflation has been at about 8% this 

year and adjust accordingly.  We did an 

amazing job as a congregation coming 

together last year to balance the budget.  

Please consider giving the same or more 

after adjusting for inflation this year.   We 

are on the right track! 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Kris Dornan 

What a joy it was to share our 

Confirmation Sunday with you, our 

congregation.  Congratulations to Claire 

Wolanski, Abby Anderson, Ben and Beth 

Dornan for all their hard work over the last 

year (plus)!  We, as the confirmation team, 

were blessed with the talents and hard work 

of Heather, Mary and Kurt who braved 

through snow days, COVID and you name it 

to focus on our kids! 

 I’d like to 

just to share a 

bit of what this 

past year looked 

like for our 

confirmands.  I 

couldn’t be more 

impressed with 

First 

Congregational 

Church and what 

Confirmation 

entails.  I know 

that Kurt and I 

can’t even remember what we had to do to 

be confirmed in the Methodist church 

(many, many years ago).   

 For our church and our confirmands, 

Confirmation is about understanding our 

faith in the context of the many world 

religions and Christian denominations that 

make up our world.  Many times, the only 

knowledge of others and other religions is 

what we are told, and many times those 

stories are based on very small sections of 

that particular faith that don’t represent 

that religion at large.  For me faith that is 

tested is a way that we grow our faith.  A 

big part of our confirmation journey was 

traveling to different houses of worship, 

discussion on different religions and 

denominations, and building better 

relationships with each other.   

 Our first trip was to the Holy Name 

Catholic Church in Slavic Village.  We and 

the kids were awed by the ornate detail in 

the church and also the “ritualistic” nature 

of the Catholic church.  I must admit that 

sometimes the rituals and rites as well as 

the holiness of the church is a nice way to 

experience Christ and the church.  I know 

many of us have Catholic upbringings…and 

it’s always great to worship together and 

compare and contrast the differences 

between us.  Belief in Jesus Christ joins us 

as fellow believers, and I think many of the 

differences between our churches are apart 

from the central story of Jesus’ life, death, 

and resurrection.   

 From there we experienced the Jewish 

Maltz Museum in Beachwood.  There we 

were able to experience hundreds and 

thousands of years of stories, relics, and 

artifacts highlighting the life and trials of 

the Jewish people.  At a special seasonal 

section, we had the opportunity to 

experience the holocaust through the 

cherished belongings of those sent to 



concentration camps, many who never had 

the chance to go back to any semblance of 

normal life.   

 A few weeks later we traveled to an 

Islamic Mosque in Parma.  I have to say 

that this trip was the biggest eye opener for 

me.  I am glad that through that experience, 

my understanding and appreciation of 

Islam grew from the poor condition it was in 

before that.  As a fellow Abrahamic 

monotheistic (belief in one God) religion, we 

learned about the foundations of Islam.  

How a different son of Abraham started a 

religion that became who we are today, and 

another son of Abraham and his trials led to 

the Islamic faith.  We as a nation are too 

quick to compare Islam to the radical parts 

(ISIS, etc) of the faith rather than 

understand that the Koran and teachings of 

Muhammad were based on how we should 

treat others as we would want to be treated 

and live in harmony.   

 Our last trip was on a beautiful 

evening spent at a Jewish synagogue whose 

repairs forced us to a beautiful outside 

service filled with songs and prayer.  I was 

surprised (in a good way) to be led in the 

service by a female rabbi which signified 

that all religions (including our own) can 

evolve for the better.  Through the 

refreshments that followed, we learned that 

it was recently the 50-year anniversary of 

the first female rabbi to lead.  We also 

learned that our rabbi’s daughter was in the 

process of going to a Jewish “seminary” to 

follow in her mother’s footsteps!  How cool!! 

 Thank you for taking this time to 

learn about our year of Confirmation, and 

I’m already looking forward to our next 

class which will, God willing, start next fall!! 

In love, 

Kris Dornan 

 

 
Women’s Book Club:  Upcoming books are 

as follows.  All gatherings are at the church 

at 7 pm unless noted.   

Oct. 17:  The Messy Lives of Book People by 

Phaedra Patrick 

Nov. 21:  Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah 

Dec. 19:  Christmas by Accident by Camron 

Wright 

 

 

10/1 Elizabeth Feigi 
10/2 Bruce Griswold 
10/6 Ronda Van Den Bossche 
10/7 Lynne Lipperman 
10/8 Pat Kyle 
10/9 Chase Dornan 
10/11 Nate Schupbach 
10/11 Jennie Vulcan 
10/20 Dreama Stamper 
10/23 Nancy Long 
10/26 Matt Karlovec 

10/2 Kinzer & Barb Habecker  
10/11 Dean & Lynne Lipperman 

 10/11 Jon & Amy Eaton 
 10/12 Ryan & Holly Hengartner 
 10/18 Mike & Joan Bier 
 10/18 Paul & Liz Wolanski 

10/20 Gary & Gayle Hannold 
 10/27 Bob & Dreama Stamper 

 

 
 
 Thank you for the cards and 

calls in the loss of our son-
in-law Greg.               

        Bob & Nancy Franks 



 

A Moment in History #15 

 In 1931 North Ridgeville organized its first 
fire department with Louis Hadaway, a member of 
First Congregational Church, as chief.  also in 1931, 
the church’s need for more space was answered 
when Mr. and Mrs. Carey T. Winckles financed a 
social room and kitchen.  Carey T. Winckles was the 
son of one of the original builders of the sanctuary.  
The social room, or parlor, was dedicated in the 
name of the Winckles family.  In 1934 Grace 
Winckles established an endowment fund in 
memory of her husband.  That fund continues to 
provide income for the operation of the church 
today, although the principal is reserved strictly for 
the repair of the church building should it be 
damaged or destroyed.   
 Center Ridge Road was paved with bricks in 
1932.  That same year the church celebrated its 
110th anniversary with Dr. Don Bradley of Pilgrim 
Congregational Church of Cleveland as speaker.  Dr. 
Bradley has been pastor of the North Olmsted 
Congregational Church while a student at Oberlin 
Theological Seminary and was widely known as a 
champion of civil rights and other social causes. 
 Rev. E.C. Young was pastor at First 
Congregational Church from 1920-1940.  While he 
was pastor, Alvah R. Knapp and Grace W. Knapp 
conveyed to First Congregational Church the easterly 
half of the present church property on August 19, 
1933.  No deed previously appears of record from 
anyone to church officials, although the church used 
the property and occupied it from early times.  The 
supposition is that the deed was lost and never 
recorded.  When this situation was discovered, a 
quit-claim deed was obtained and is recorded in 
volume D-B-269, page 362. 

 In 1936 Buescher’s Feed Store opened east of 
the Town Hall and Bookmobile service first reach 
North Ridgeville residents. 
 

A Moment in History #16 

 In 1941, during World War II, the Town Hall 
served as District Number 5 for Lorain County Draft 
Board inductions.  Gilbert Kilpatrick was our pastor 
from 1941-1942.  In January of 1943 Glen Weimer 
agreed to lead our congregation.  He was not here 
long before he was called to serve another church 
and he left in October of 1943. 
 In November of 1943 Erston Butterfield 
became the pastor.  In a letter to the congregation in 
November of 1943 he reminded them of a great 
responsibility to send the world the message of faith, 
hope and love.  He encouraged them to rededicate 
themselves to the task of building a sane world upon 
Christian principles of freedom and brotherhood.  A 
year later, in 1944, he reminded them of how much 
we have to be grateful for:  no town in the United 
States has been destroyed, our food supply has not 
been burned in the fields, we can go about our daily 
tasks without fear of sudden death from bombs.  
Reverend Butterfield said that because we have 
been so richly blessed there is an obligation to share 
our blessings with others.  He said the church must 
prove to the suffering and sorrowing ones of this 
world that their faith in Christ and His followers is 
justified and that their hope for a better world is not 
in vain.  Reverend Butterfield was absent for a 
period of time in 1946 due to illness but returned 
later that year and continued to serve until 1948. 
 In 1945 a new furnace was purchased for the 
sanctuary for $349.  It replaced a coal furnace that 
had a single grate located in the middle of the center 
aisle of the sanctuary. 
 In 1946 the sanctuary was redecorated, all 
the wiring was replaced, and new lights were 
installed.  A corner cabinet was purchased and 
installed in the southwest corner of the sanctuary to 
keep and protect the original communion service 
set.  Ruth Haehl reported that the Ladies Benevolent 
Society had found a pottery to buy dishes from and 
had ordered 100 place settings and paid $80 on 
account.  Also, in 1946 North Ridgeville started its 
first kindergarten in the Town Hall. 
 In 1948 the trustees were authorized to 
borrow $2,500 in order to accomplish much 



reconditioning of the church parsonage.  Also at this 
time, a new gas stove, an Estey pump organ, and 
two dozen folding chairs were purchased for the 
parsonage as well as installing new yard lights. 
 In 1948 Reverend Ralph Chapman was called 
to serve our church.  He was 39 years old, married, a 
graduate of Boston University, and had completed 
about two years of study at Oberlin Theological 
Seminary.  Mrs. Ruth Chapman had a master’s 
degree from Boston University.  They had two 
children, a 5-year-old girl (Judy) and a 2-year-old boy 
(Jack).  Reverend Chapman, known to the 

congregation as “Chappie”, was active in the North 
Ridgeville Civic League, the PTA, the North Ridgeville 
Recreation Council, scouting, Hot Stove League 
baseball, and he was director of the local council for 
intellectually disabled children.  In 1960, he was 
presented with a trophy by the Civic League 
honoring him for “civic achievements during the 13 
years he has been at the Congregational Church”.  
He left in 1960 to become pastor at Bellevue 
Congregational Church.  He passed away in 1977. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We celebrated our 200th anniversary at Tom's Country Place in Avon, OH on September 25.  Eighty-six 

people attended the luncheon where good food, fellowship, music, and memories were shared.  We were 

honored to have two previous ministers at the luncheon (and another one in worship) and shared messages 

from two others.  We also honored those with over 60 years of membership: Jim Yost, June Yost, Shirley 

McVeigh, and Karen Dreger, and those with over 50 years of membership: Betty MacNiven, Nellie Carr, Mary 

Karlovec, Sue Mays, Jack Fitts, Betty Fitts, Roy Dreger, and Paula Malone.  It was a very special day!  Thanks to 

the 200th anniversary committee for all their hard work and planning!  (Special thanks to Tim Creamer for the 

photo!) 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire Wolanski, Abby Anderson, Beth Dornan, Ben Dornan 

 

 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

2  
Outreach 9 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
World Communion 
Deacons after 
worship svc. 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

3  
 
 
 
 

 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

4  
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
 

AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

5  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

6  
 
 
 
 

 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

7  
 

8  
 
 
 

 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

9  
Worship 10:30 am 
Blessing of the Pets 
No Sunday School 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

10  
Search Committee 
6:30 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

11  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

12  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

13  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

14  
 

15  
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

16  
Worship 10:30 am 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

17  
Women’s book club 
7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

18  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

19  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

20  
200th anniversary 
mtg. 7 pm 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

21  
 

22  
Hall rental 5-8 pm 
(Kidd) 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

23  
Worship 10:30 am 
Trunk or Treat 4 - 7 
pm 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

24  
Search Committee 
6:30 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

26  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

27  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

28  
 

29  
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

30  
Worship 10:30 am 
All Saints 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

31  
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

 

 

  


