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We’re looking for people to 

serve on the church council 

& boards for 2023. 
Say YES! when asked 
to serve your church! 

Moderator’s Moment – Roy Dreger 

The Lord is my Shepherd: I shall not want. - Psalm 23 

November is here and with it the holiday of Thanksgiving, the 

start of Advent and the Christmas season, and yes, the budget for the 

church's new fiscal year.  This time of year there are the requests from 

charities for money for the less fortunate and suffering.  We got 11 

the other day in the mail.  I counted them.  They all seem worthy, 

although I do admit that I favor certain ones.  I also put the church at 

the top of the list. 

Giving help to others is not just a holiday thing; it should last all 

year, unlike that Thanksgiving turkey or the holiday fruitcake.  Helping 

others is not just a “feel good” thing either.  I have heard that you 

should do good because it is the right thing to do, not because you 

expect a reward or recognition.  And, by the way, how about the 

people that have helped you?  Do you remember and acknowledge 

them? 

I've seen a quote attributed to several people, so I am not sure 

who is really the author, but I like the message: “When it comes to 

getting even with someone, the only ones you should try to get even 

with are those who have helped you.”  Buddy Hackett once said that 

“while you're carrying a grudge, they are out dancing.”  I don't dance 

that well (or often), but I would much rather dance than carry a load 

of resentment around.
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So, this Thanksgiving season when you 

think about all your blessings, think also of 

those who have helped you; they are truly 

one of your blessings.  And remember your 

church and the importance of your 

contributions, whatever they might be, 

towards keeping its doors open and its 

ministry ongoing.  Have a blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

 

From the Interim Minister 

Friends,  thank you for your kindnesses this 

year; I have been blessed beyond belief to 

sojourn with you for a while.  As my last 

letter to you, I offer this blessing.  

May you grow in Spirit and Faith more 

than numbers in pews or offering baskets.  

May your pews be filled with old and young 

and may your offering plates be full to 

overflowing.  May you be faithful to this 

church and to the Church universal.  May 

you live into the promises God has made for 

you.  May your struggles guide you to 

compassion when you encounter others’ 

struggles.  May your joy be contagious.  May 

you do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with God.  May the Creator of all 

things continue to create within you a 

Christ-like attitude.  May the Christ continue 

to dowse you in the loving Spirit until you 

are overflowing with it.  May the Spirit 

sparkle creativity within you, soothe you in 

times of sadness, and sprinkle you with holy 

wisdom that you may be known as a Christ-

like congregation now and far into the 

future.  

Peace,  

Pastor Tony 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

As I put together my newsletter 

article, we have just finished with a very 

successful Trunk or Treat.  A special thanks 

to the 20 cars who participated in the event.  

We fed over 50 people dinner and had over 

30 kids participate in the trunk or treat.  A 

huge thank you to Renee and Kurt Dornan 

for getting the bounce house for the event.  

It was a wonderful addition to the event! 

Next up is getting ready for Advent!  

This year we will be offering Advent bags to 

adults.  There will be an Advent calendar, a 

devotional, a journal, a craft, and other 

Advent materials to use during the season 

in the bag.  There will be a limited supply 

of 20 bags.  If you would like one, please 

sign up on the list outside my office.  If you 

are a homebound resident, call the church 

office (440-327-2921) and let Linda know 

and we will get one delivered to you.  Bags 

will be ready on November 20 for pick-up 

after church.  

Our traditional 

gingerbread house decorating 

party will be on Sunday, 

December 11 after church.  The 

cost is $5.00 per house and 

reservations and money MUST BE IN BY 

December 5.  NO late registrations will be 

accepted.  The registration form will be in 

the weekly bulletin and in this newsletter.  

Also in this newsletter is a list of extra 

supplies needed for this event if you would 

like to support this project.  The sign-up 

sheet to provide these supplies is outside 

the CE office.  Please check to see what is 

needed before purchasing supplies or call 

the church office to see what is needed so 

we don’t have multiples of some supplies 

and none of others.  There is a container in 

the CE office to drop off supplies.  If you 

choose, we will accept monetary donations 



so I can purchase the extra supplies 

needed.  Just mark your envelope 

“Gingerbread house supplies.”  All supplies 

are needed by December 5.  Thanks in 

advance for your help. 

Starting Sunday, November 13 and 

continuing through Advent, the children/ 

youth will be in Sunday School the ENTIRE 

worship service.  We are finishing up our 

unit on CREATION followed by Advent.  We 

will also be practicing for the Music Festival 

that they will be part of on December 11 in 

the evening.  You will be hearing more 

about this in the weeks to come. 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

Gingerbread House Supplies Needed 

✓ Box of MINI vanilla wafers (need 2) 

✓ Bag of mini marshmallows (need 2 

✓ Bag of large marshmallows 

✓ Bag of NECCO wafers 

✓ Bag of chocolate chips 

✓ Bag of regular M & M’s (need 2) 

✓ Bag of red licorice 

✓ Bag of Christmas M&M’s (need 2) 

✓ Bag of Skittles (need 2) 

✓ Bag of small gumdrops (need 2) 

✓ Large container of colorful sprinkles 

✓ Bag of mini SQUARE pretzels 

✓ Bag of Starlight red/white mints 

✓ Box of mini candy canes (need 2) 

✓ Box of fruit loops cereal 

✓ Bag of Thin pretzel sticks 

✓ Bag of individual lifesavers 

 

Outreach Committee News – Nancy Franks 

 October is almost gone and November 

is coming fast on its heels.  Where does the 

time go???  We must take the time to be 

grateful for all of life, knowing it’s here for a 

very short time and will quickly be replaced 

by another day, year, etc.  Thanks be to God 

for today! 

•Dine to Donate at Applebee’s:  It was a 

very tasteful experience and seeing so many 

of you in attendance – including Florida 

travelers – made it more joyful.  Thank you.  

The total raised will be noted in the next 

newsletter. 

•Farewell reception:  November 6th is Pastor 

Tony’s last sermon here and we’re having a 

farewell, good fortune reception after the 

worship service that day.  Please plan to 

attend.  Help is needed; call me if interested 

at 440-327-9647.  Thank you. 

•Hospitality with a Heart community 

outreach meals will be reviewed for 2023 as 

we find it’s too late to start up now. 

•Coffee hour will begin again in January 

2023 and will take place on the second 

Sunday of each month right after the 

worship service.  No longer presented by the 

church boards, volunteer members are 

asked to sign up for set up and clean up.  

Coffee hour will consist of beverages only—

no food—and great conversation!  A sign-up 

sheet will available dates is on the bulletin 

board in fellowship hall by the kitchen 

doors.  Thank you! 

•A special couple:  Thank you to Skip and 

Linda Spayd for providing a birthday party 

pack to our special Community Care family 

children on their birthdays.  (There are 

seven children in our special family!) 

•NIN:  Thank you to our congregation for 

supporting our UCC Neighbors in Need 

offering in October.  Your generosity is 

much appreciated by neighbors we’ll never 

meet. 

•Community Care has received a check to 

purchase Thanksgiving turkeys for the less 

fortunate in North Ridgeville.  Thank you for 

making their Thanksgiving a warm meal 



from our family to theirs through your 

donations to Outreach. 

•Giving Tree:  The Christmas Giving Tree will 

be up on November 6 for your participation.  

Twenty-five children from Community Care 

will be gratefully filled with joy on Christmas 

because of your generosity.  Thank you in 

advance for sharing in this experience. 

Wishing you all a blessed 

Thanksgiving from your Outreach team! 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Valerie Arnold 

Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now 
on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their 
labor, for their deeds will follow them.” —
Revelations 14:13 

 We are all mourning the loss of one of 

our fellow deacons.  Diane Perry was a very 

welcoming person; she took me under her 

wing and showed me the correct way to 

serve as a deacon.  She was a faithful 

church member and a friend to us all.  Her 

absence will be felt by everyone.  May God 

welcome her home and give strength to her 

family and friends here.  

 The month of November brings us 

Thanksgiving - a time to be grateful for so 

many things.  Take time this month to make 

a list of things you are thankful for.  Add to 

it each day and share your list with your 

family at Thanksgiving dinner.  I will start 

my list with this church and all its faithful 

members.  

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 
 

To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, to 
enact gratitude is generous and noble, but to live 
gratitude is to touch Heaven.   Jonathon Gaertner 
 

Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski 

Hello, my family in Christ.  Trustees 

have decided to go with West Side Roofing 

to repair a roof leak over the organ in the 

sanctuary.   

Unfortunately, planting the new oak 

tree will have to wait until the spring 

because of low tree inventories. 

It is stewardship time.  As a Church 

we were hit with the one, two punch of Covid 

and the loss of a pastor.  I'm confident that 

once we have a new pastor, attendance will 

move in a positive direction.  If you can 

pledge the same as this year, with a mild 

8% increase for inflation, we should be able 

to remain financially healthy until then.  

Thank you all! 

 

Financial Update:  Quarterly giving 

statements have been mailed out along with 

this year’s stewardship letter and pledge 

card for 2023.  Review your statement 

carefully and if you are behind in your 

pledge, please do whatever you can do to 

get caught up.  We are quite a bit in the red 

with several large bills coming up soon.  

Also, take the time to read the stewardship 

letter and prayerfully contemplate your 

pledge for next year.  We realize that we are 

still in a period of transition but it’s up to all 

of us to keep our 200-year-old church going 

and moving forward!  Thank you in advance. 

PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2023 
ARE DUE BEFORE OR ON  

NOVEMBER 6. 
 

 
FAQ about Pledging 

Q: What does it mean to make a financial pledge? 

A: Making a financial pledge is promising to give a 

specific dollar amount of your financial resources. 

Q: Why is pledging important? 

A: Pledging is important because it allows you to 

reflect on the gifts God has given you and show your 

thanks for those gifts by giving back to the church.  

There is also a very practical reason:  Each year we 



create a budget based on the total income we expect 

to receive the next year (pledges).  The budget is the 

foundation for planning for the next year’s events. 

Q: What are the areas I can pledge to? 

A: We have three pledging accounts – operating, 

outreach and general capital.  Pledges to the 

operating fund help to pay for the day-to-day 

expenses of the church including utilities and 

salaries.  Outreach pledges are used to help support 

outreach efforts in the wider community and world.  

Pledges to the general capital fund are used for to 

buy, maintain, or improve the church’s fixed assets, 

such as buildings, vehicles, equipment, or land and 

when money is used towards extending the useful life 

of an existing asset. 

Q: Who should make a financial pledge to the 

church? 

A: Everyone! Even if you are not a member of First 

Congregational Church, you can still pledge.  It takes 

the help of everyone in the church to allow us to 

function and do God’s work. 

If you have any questions about pledging or 

the church’s financial reports, please contact 

Linda Matis, treasurer, or a member of the 

Board of Trustees. 
 
 

 
11/5  Susan Dornan 
11/6  Ric Sasse 
11/14 Paul Wolanski 
11/16 Keith Schoonover 
11/17 Millie Anderson 
11/18 Yung Do 
11/24 Cole Hengartner 

11/28   Yung & Annie Do 

 

 
 

Women’s Book Club:  Upcoming books are 

as follows.  All gatherings are at the church 

at 7 pm unless noted.   

Nov. 21:  Winter Garden by Kristin Hannah 

Dec. 19:  Christmas by Accident by Camron 

Wright 

 

A Moment in History #17 

 In 1952 a beautiful new communion table 
was dedicated during Palm Sunday worship.  The 
table was a gift from Mrs. Etta Ely and her children 
and the Ladies Benevolent Society of the church.  It 
honors the memory of John Elbert Ely, who for many 
years was a member and a deacon of the church, 
and in honor of the many women who have served 
the church so faithfully.  The table, of native black 
walnut, was designed by Dr. Clarence Ward, 
Professor Emeritus of the Art Department at Oberlin 
College.  Harry L. Clawson, a master craftsman of 
Oberlin, constructed the table which is still in use. 
 In 1952 Mr. and Mrs. George E. Lasch gave 
land adjacent to the church property to the south, 
allowing for expansion.  A circular driveway was 
constructed, lawn removed, and parking space 
constructed. 
 In 1953 the Whitcomb family donated to the 
new building fund 22 shares of Goodyear Tire Co. 
stock which provided $1,104.00. 
 In 1954 a frequent topic at First 
Congregational Church was what to do about the 
increasingly inadequate organ.  Its chamber was so 
small and crowded that repair was almost 
impossible.  Its location, and that of the choir, in the 
front of the sanctuary was unsatisfactory. 

Danford Byrens, an organ student at Oberlin 
College, who was serving as organist/choir director 
and Miss Barbara Carpenter, assistant organist, and 
members of the choir began talking about a new 
organ.  An organ committee was formed with 
Barbara Carpenter as chairperson.  Serving on the 
committee were Mrs. Hugh Amidon, Mrs. Richard 
Redstone, Clarence Steller, Vern Andrews, Jr., Ethan 
C. Brown, and the Reverend Mr. Chapman.  After 
long study it was decided that the choir and organ 



should be moved to a rear balcony.  This would 
make a more worshipful sanctuary; and, if necessary, 
room for additional pews in the front of the church.  
After much consideration, Dr. Homer Blanchard of 
Oberlin, an expert in organ building, was employed 
to create an entirely new instrument, except for the 
pipes which could be reconditioned. 
 At the May 1954 Trustees meeting, the organ 
committee gave their report to the trustees.  The 
committee presented blueprints and plans for an 
organ.  Mr. Frank Whitcomb promised to donate an 
amount to enable the procedure to go ahead.  A 
motion to accept the report was made, seconded, 
and carried.  A house-to-house canvass among 
members and friends provided funds and pledges for 
the work on the organ. 
 Men of the church cleaned out and screened 
the belfry and Ray Boly headed a group to prepare 
the balcony so that it would be strong enough to 
hold the organ and choir.  Among many others who 
gave their time and skills to do carpentry, electric 
wiring, and even organ construction, were Michael 
Auer, James Wood (Karen Dreger’s father), Immett 
Conn, Wilson Moore, Alfred Foote, Howard Gould, 
Steve Adam, Robert Johnston, Walter Reinhart, Dana 
Fox, and Jack Spirek. 
 On March 13, 1955  the new two-manual 
organ, fully equipped with a modern electrical 
system, ample choir and solo stops, larger and more 
accessible organ chambers, and an artistic console 
was dedicated.  Dr. Blanchard presented the organ 
to Miss Carpenter, chairperson of the organ building 
committee.  She reviewed the process of building 
the organ and then presented it to Charles Hoskin, 
chairman of the trustees.  Rev. Chapman presented 
the litany of dedication.  The choir presented a 
special anthem with Emory Fanning, Oberlin College 
student, serving as organist.  The following Sunday 
was the first recital on the organ with Danford 
Byrens playing.  Also in 1955, new hymnals were 
purchased. 
 On May 27, 1957, the house committee 
asked Eric Johnston to investigate the choir loft, as it 
was pulling away from the walls on either side.  On 
October 21, Rev. Chapman contacted Eric Johnston 
again to ask what could be done.  In November of 
1957 Mr. Johnston installed additional support 
under the choir loft. 
 

A Moment in History #18 
In 1956, plans were made for a new 

educational building and an enlarged kitchen.  In July 
of 1956, the men of the church held an every-
member canvass to raise $34,500.00 for the badly 
needed classrooms and new kitchen.  This collection 
produced $52,000.00 in pledges and money.  The 
groundbreaking ceremony was held July 29.  All 
families received a silver shovel as a keepsake. 

The new kitchen had an automatic 
dishwasher, scullery sink, large refrigerator, hot and 
dry table, cupboard space, and working areas with a 
large counter cupboard built in the middle of the 
kitchen.  The hall could seat 300 people, and 200 
people could be served at one time.  The hall had a 
stage at the east end and two courts for 
shuffleboard on the north and south end of the 
room.  The southeast corner of the addition housed 
the minister's office. 

The building was dedicated on Sunday 
February 24, 1957.  Both the junior and senior choirs 
sang.  Dr. Everett Babcock told a capacity audience, 
"A beautiful structure is not enough; we must have a 
living church.  We must all be active and work for 
our church with a forceful nature and with pride and 
joy in the job we are doing."  During the service a 
gold-plated key, believed to have been used to lock 
the first church, was presented to Rev. Chapman.  
During the afternoon and early evening, between 
400-500 guests were welcomed at an open 
house.  Participating in this service were:  Eric 
Johnson, representing the Yates Construction 
Company, builders; Raymond Boey, chairman of the 
building committee; and Charles Hoskin of the 
trustees.  The dedication concluded with a 'Victory 
Dinner” on March 5, 1957 in the newly built 
Fellowship Hall. 

The three sons of Mr. and Mrs. Wade Wilford 
and the children of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Richards 
and Mr. and Mrs. William Richards were 
presented.  The Richards children were descendants 
of T.T. Winckles, one of the men responsible for the 
building of the present sanctuary in 1873-1875.  The 
Wilford boys are the sixth generation of the Terrell 
family, among the original settlers of Ridgeville and 
founders of the early church.  Ten-year-old Bruce 
Wilford, eldest of the group, offered a brief prayer 
for the parents and children of tomorrow.  The 
service benediction was led by Rev. Chapman.  Mrs. 



Sterling Mills and members of the social committee 
served refreshments.  Earle Goodwin, choirmaster, 
accompanied the music for the day.  On the building 
committee, in addition to Raymond Boey, were Mr. 
and Mrs. Stephen Adam, Mrs. Harold Carpenter, 
Mrs. W. K. Johnson, Emmett Conn, Howard Gould, 
Walter Reinhart, Michael Auer, and Charles 
Hoskin.  Stephen Adam was chairman of the finance 
committee.  Charles Hoskin was chairman of the 
dedication committee along with Mrs. Adam, Mrs. 
Hugh Amidon, Mrs. W.R. Englehart, Mrs. Robert 
Haehl, Joe E. Carter, Howard Gould, and Robert 
Johnston. 

In 1956, Dr. Morgan insisted upon paying for 
the repair of the window in the balcony.  Dr. and 
Mrs. Morgan also paid for the tiling of the Narthex 
and provided a man to remove the ivy on the church 
and check for rotten wood.  The ivy was completely 
removed in 1958.  In June of 1956 Rev. Chapman 
said 100 children per day attended Vacation Bible 
School that year.

 
In 1958 trustees decided to keep the church 

locked as children had been entering and playing at 
will.  In 1958 trustees were looking at the cost of 
repairs to the parsonage to make it usable or 
saleable.  The estimate was $3,000.00, and trustees 
decided to sell the property.  In June of 1958 a piano 
was purchased for use in Fellowship Hall. 

In 1959 the financial condition was serious, 
with a budget deficit of $3,027.00.  Frank Whitcomb 
gave the church 100 shares of stock to be sold and 
the money raised applied to payment of the note of 
the building fund with the rest to be used at the 
board's discretion, except for a check in the amount 
of $200.00 to be given to Rev. Chapman as a token 
of his good work in the church. 

In 1959 the Winckles Room was completely 
redecorated and refurnished, a gift from the will of 
Mrs. Grace Winckles.  The will also provided money 
for repairs to the roof and ceiling. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

CE 7 pm??? 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

2  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

3  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

4  
 

5  
Hall rental 12-3 pm 
(Mahon) 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

6  
Worship 10:30 am 
Communion 
Farewell reception 
after worship svc. 
Pledge cards due 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

7  
Bridge minister 
meeting 7 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

AA Women 7 pm 

8  
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

9  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

11  
 

12  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

13  
Worship 10:30 am 
 
 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

14  
Search comm. 6:30 p 
 
 
 
 

AA Women 7 pm 

15  
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

16  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 
Newsletter articles 
due 

17  
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

18  
 

19  
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

20  
Worship 10:30 am 
Congregational 
Meeting after svc. 

Community 
Thanksgiving Svc. 7 pm 
@ St. Peter’s 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

21  
Women’s book club 
7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

22  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

23  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

24  
Thanksgiving 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

25  
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

26  
Decorate sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

27  
1st Sunday of Advent 
Worship 10:30 am 
Deacons after svc. 
Clear out classrooms 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

28  
Search comm. 6:30 p 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

30  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 

 


