
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Bridge Interim Minister 
Rev. Chris Nichols 

Director, Christian 
Education 
Mary Karlovec 

Music Director       
Barb Habecker 

Moderator 
Kris Dornan 

Vice-Moderator 
Diana Goode 

Co-Chairs, Christian  
Education 
Renee Dornan 

Chair, Deacons 
 

Chair, Outreach 
Nancy Franks 

Chair, Trustees 
Paul Wolanski 

Treasurer, Secretary 
Linda Matis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Interim Minister  

I always pay attention to moments in scripture when crowds 

gather.  There are all sorts of people - mostly anonymous faces, so I 

can be in that crowd, in the story.  Sometimes, the crowd is up to no 

good, like when they are complaining to Moses about travel details or 

yelling “Crucify him!”  Maybe the crowd has some 

not very well-thought-out opinions.   If I think 

otherwise, do I have the willpower to resist?  It’s 

hard.   

But, on the other hand, God is able to work in 

special ways when we gather as a crowd.  I can be 

in the crowd being fed by Jesus, listening to Jesus.  

The root meaning of the word “church” is 

“gathering,” and one of the most basic assumptions 

of scripture is that the faithful will gather.  A God-crowd.  I’m sure 

you’ve felt it – there is power in the gathering, especially when they 

allow God to be at the center, when the singing starts and the story is 

shared.  Spiritual energy flows.  Gifts are shared.   

During Lent, as Jesus heads toward Jerusalem to fulfill his 

purpose, more and more crowds gather.  They hear him teach; they 

watch him heal.  It’s wonderful and amazing, even though we all know 

that these things will cause him trouble later. 

Many of us avoid crowds.  But the events we remember during 

these next few weeks give our faith its content, and they challenge all 

of us to be part of the crowd:  the crowd that knows their sins have 

died on the cross with Christ, and the crowd that experiences the 

living power of his resurrection.  Only believe. 

   See you soon, 

   Christopher Nichols, Bridge Pastor

March 2023 



From the Pulpit 
For the next several weeks, the sermon theme will 
be “Just Trust” as we journey through Lent. 
2/26:  Just Trust #1: Instant Satisfaction   
Facing temptation; Jesus is tempted but trusts God.  
Trusting God for what? How does trusting God help 
when struggles come?  Based on Luke 4:1-13. 
3/5:  Just Trust #2: “Trust Fall” 
Abraham trusts God to make something from 
nothing. Will God do the impossible?  Based on 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18. 
3/12:  Just Trust #3: “God, Why Do Bad Things 
Happen?   
God walks with us no matter how we feel or how 
things look. Can God be trusted?  Based on Luke 
13:1-9.  
3/19:  Just Trust #4: "The Makeover"   
The story of the Prodigal Son.  God welcomes us, just 
as we are.  Just come home – trust the love.  Based 
on Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21. 
3/26:  Just Trust #5: "Something New!"   
The promise of new life when all seems lost; trusting 
God for what lies ahead.  Based on Isaiah 43:16-21. 

 

Moderator’s Moment – Kris Dornan 

Here we are at the brink of 

spring…and there is always the feeling of 

newness that comes…new growth, new life, 

and new possibilities!  I believe it’s an 

exciting time for our church as well!  We are 

in the process of discovering our seated 

pastor, which allows us to take note of 

where we are at this time as a church, and 

where we want to go.  I pray that all of us 

are in a position to look expectantly to our 

future, but I also know that we’ve been 

through a lot in the past few months.   

I want to extend that love and 

opportunity for those in our church 

community that may have grown distant or 

have built up walls from our church….the 

new possibility that lies ahead depends on 

our capability to heal and to forgive.  If you 

have something that is keeping you from 

enjoying this new season of possibility, I 

extend my personal hand to you to talk, to 

heal and to move forward…as I’m sure 

there are others that would be just as 

willing to listen. 

Let us enjoy this season of new life 

together! 

 

Christian Education Corner – Mary Karlovec 

First and foremost, thank you to 

everyone who supported the chili cook-off 

on February 12!  We raised over $300 to 

support the youth mission trip to Lotts 

Creek in July.  There were 10 entries in the 

cook-off and the competition was strong.  

This year’s Golden Ladle winner was John 

Petroff with 25 votes.  The Dornan dads 

were in second and third place.  Thanks to 

all who provided the chili, and to Karen 

Veliconia for the Mardi Gras cupcakes.  The 

“Keeper of the Alleluias” this year is Lily 

Dornan.  Congratulations, Lily! 

Lent is upon us and the Board of 

Christian Education will be 

sponsoring a Lenten 

Workshop and Easter Egg 

Hunt on Saturday, April 1 

from 4-7 p.m.  We would like 

The Long Walk with Jesus 
Sundays, March 12, 19 & 26 

following worship in Fellowship Hall 

To give context for our walk toward Easter with 
Jesus, on each of these Sundays in Lent, Pastor Chris 
will offer a very short study on what it is like to 
travel that route today.  We will see many things 
Jesus would have seen, especially in the places 
where the tour buses don’t go! 

In 2011, Pastor Chris walked across the West Bank 
of Palestine with four other hikers, about 100 miles 
over ten days, much of the route following a path 
used by ancient travelers over thousands of years. 
These short studies will give you some images to go 
with the Gospel passages you’ve heard many times 
at this time of year, beginning in Galilee in the 
north, and ending in the old city of Jerusalem. 

Snacks will be provided. 
 



to make this an inter-generational event for 

both families and all adults in the 

congregation.  We will begin with the Easter 

egg hunt, continue with activity stations for 

kids and a group activity for adults, then 

gather again for dying Easter eggs.  We will 

conclude with a communal dinner and a 

short worship service leading us into Holy 

Week.  Everyone is asked to bring their own 

dinner (sandwiches, pizza, whatever you 

would like) and a dozen hard-boiled eggs to 

dye.  Drinks and cookies for dessert will be 

provided.  Please RSVP on the board outside 

the CE office or by calling the church office. 

Christian Education is also sponsoring 

a Lenten outreach project through Palm 

Sunday.  Our goal is to make 40 

birthday bags for Community 

Care.  Your help with this project 

is greatly appreciated.  What this 

entails is filling a birthday bag 

with the following items (can be for a boy, 

girl or generic): 

• Case mix and can of frosting 

• Birthday napkin and plates 

• Birthday candle 

• Anything else you would like to add 

(but not mandatory) such as 

noisemakers, balloons, little birthday 

favors, etc. 

Dollar Tree is a great resource for most of 

the items.  If you want to participate but 

don’t have the time to do the shopping, put 

a donation in the offering plate and mark it 

“birthday bags” and we will purchase the 

supplies and our youth will put the bags 

together.  Our deadline for all donations is 

Palm Sunday, April 2. 

 Many people have asked how they can 

monetarily support the youth and adults 

who go on the mission trip to Kentucky.  We 

have two or three more fundraisers we hope 

to work in before June but we are working 

around church fundraisers as well.  The cost 

per person for the mission trip is 

approximately $350.  That pays for food, 

lodging, gas, and the cost of one rental car 

per group (we also take at least one of the 

adult’s cars) as well as incidentals, 

programming, and trips while there.  After 

the trip and all the bills are paid, if there is 

money left it is over, it is given to Lotts 

Creek to provide for the food bank and 

school.  (Last year we broke even as a group 

as costs have gone up and not wanting to 

make this trip cost prohibitive by increasing 

the cost.)  If you would like to sponsor or 

partially sponsor a youth or adult, you can 

do so by sending your donation to the 

church or putting it in the offering plate.  

Please make checks payable to the church 

and mark the donation “mission trip”.  Your 

support will be much appreciated! 

 The “clangy change” collection has 

returned on the first Sunday of each month 

during worship.  Continue to collect your 

coins and put them in the “clangy change” 

buckets.  For February and March, the 

“clangy change” has been earmarked for 

purchasing Easter basket supplies for our 

homebound members, which we will be 

delivering the week before Easter.  Happy 

Spring! 

 

NEEDED:  Individually wrapped candy that 

will fit in the plastic Easter eggs.  We fill 

approximately 450-500 eggs for the Easter 

egg hunt so that is a lot of candy!!  Candy 

donations can be dropped off in my office.  

All donations are needed by March 25. 

 



Outreach Committee News – Karen Farmer 

The first “Lend-A-Hand” club was 

established by Edward Everett Hale in 1871 

in Chautauqua, NY as a religious 

philanthropic organization.  Its motto was 

“Look up and not down; look forward and 

not back.  Look out and not in; lend a hand!”  

The badge of the club is a Maltese cross 

bearing  the inscription, “In His Name.” 

The Outreach Committee “lends a 

hand” in many ways in our community. We 

continue to support a family through 

Community Care, providing the children with 

gifts and supplies to celebrate their 

birthdays, as well as Christmas.  We support 

many UCC programs and campaigns as well 

as those of our home church. We are 

currently looking at restaurants 

participating in the “Plate It Forward” 

program to once again hold a “Dine & 

Donate” event in the coming months. 

These past few weeks have been full 

of elemental fear for the citizens of Turkey 

and Syria, hit by a devastating earthquake 

that has claimed thousands of lives and 

destroyed countless homes and businesses, 

leaving unknown numbers of people 

homeless and with no means of support.  

Imagine the faith, courage, and strength 

required to overcome the kind of fear and 

desperation they’re experiencing.  How do 

you meet adversity in your everyday life?  

Teamwork is the word that comes to mind 

for me in coping with life’s challenges.  

Teamwork with God, my family, neighbors, 

friends, and even the stranger who offers a 

word of encouragement or help in a 

stressful situation helps me cope in times of 

unrest. 

Something special in human relations 

is taking place in those earthquake-

devastated places that renews and 

strengthens my faith in God and humanity.  

God must be very proud of the heroic efforts 

of all of the people from around the world 

who are rushing to help rescue anyone they 

can and to begin the clearing and rebuilding 

of cities and neighborhoods that have been 

destroyed.  Every day people are banning 

together to tally losses, save lives, count 

blessings, and comfort one another.  

We may not have the ability to help on 

the ground there, but God gives each of us a 

gift and it is up to us to use it.  We can’t do 

EVERYthing, but we can all do SOMEthing 

with the resources and gifts that we have.  

The Outreach Committee is designating 

$200 to the UCC Disaster Relief Fund from 

our church and would welcome any 

additional donations.  We 

encourage you to lend a hand 

today, looking up, forward and 

out.  We can never know the 

full impact of our giving.  Only 

God can measure its reach!   

Imagine if you can, God’s meeting you with 

outstretched arms, saying, “I gave my Son 

for you. Blessed are you for all you have 

done—In His Name.” 

 

Deacons’ Desk – Karen Dreger 

 Christians around the world will be 

giving up a pleasure or bad habit for Lent.  

I’m thinking that it is like a New Year’s 

resolution – we often don’t reach our goal.  

One year I decided to give up sugar for 

Lent.  Do you know how many things have 

sugar in them??  Lots! 

 The last few years I’ve been looking 

at a more positive approach to Lent.  For 

instance, praying more, reading the Bible, 

doing random acts of kindness and 

remembering our homebound members 

with a card, call, or some cookies.  There is 

much joy in helping others.  



 The Deacons want everyone to have a 

meaningful experience during worship.  If 

you have any suggestions for how to make 

our worship better, let any Deacon know or 

put a note in the box on the door of Linda’s 

office. 

Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. – Colossians 3:2 

Trustees’ Turn – Paul Wolanski 

We are just starting to get things 

ramped up for the new year.  It looks like 

we are getting close to a church cleaning 

person to take over for Jo Ann.  We have 

been conducting our annual church 

audit.  Further updates in March. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women’s Book Club:  All gatherings are at 

the church at 7 pm unless noted.  

March 20:  The Librarian of Crooked 

Lane  by C.J Archer 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

3/2  Mikey Feigi   3/16  Barb vonBenken 
3/2  Nema Saleem-Green 3/25  Jamie Schupbach 
3/4  Vonnie Packard  3/27  Jim Yost 
3/7  Jane Woravka  3/30  Arden Dlugosz 
3/8  Amy Eaton   3/31  Grayson Pero-Luter 

3/7 Larry & Karen Mytnick 
3/11 Joe & Dolores Pesch 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for all of the prayers and cards 
during the recovering from my leg injury.  

Sue Mays 

GREETERS 

March  

5 Paul Wolanski, Vonnie Packard 

12 Regenia Comerford, Lynne Petroff 

19 Diana Goode, Paula Dudek 

26 Karen Farmer, Linda Matis 

April  

2 Paul Wolanski, Paula Dudek 

9 Regenia Comerford, Lynne Petroff 

16 Diana Goode, Vonnie Packard 

23 Karen Farmer, Linda Matis 

30 Paul Wolanski, Paula Dudek 
 

If you are unable to usher on your assigned Sunday 

or would like to be taken off the usher list, 

please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

The 2023 One Great Hour of Sharing theme is It’s 
Time to Share based on Galatians 6:9-10 (The MSG) 

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At 
the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give 

up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the 
chance, let us work for the benefit of all… 

 

The gifts you give to OGHS are leveraged with those 
of others across the United Church of Christ bringing 
a greater impact to the work being done with local 
and global partners.  Your support enables the UCC 
to respond to a variety of global and local concerns 
by addressing advocacy, sustainable development, 
refugee and asylum issues, migration, disasters, and 
assisting those most in need and vulnerable among 
us.  Strengthened by the power of God’s Spirit and 
your collective generosity, the UCC continues to 
work with partners to care for others, and not give 
up…as together we build a just world for all. 
Donations to OGHS will be collected March 5 
through March 19.  Thank you!



 

 

 

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

2 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

3 4 
Kids Fun Day 12-2 pm 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

5 
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Outreach 9 am 
Worship 10:30 am 
Communion 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

7 
CE 7 pm 
Trustees 7 pm 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

8 
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

9 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

10 
Swiss Steak 
Dinner prep 6 pm 

11 
Swiss Steak Dinner 
4:30/6:00 pm 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

12 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:30 am 
“The Long Walk with 
Jesus” Lenten Series 
12-1 pm 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

13 
Council 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

15 
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

16 
Newsletter articles 
due 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

17 
 
 
 

18 
Hall rented 12-3 pm 
(Karlovec) 
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

19 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:30 am 
Lenten Series 12-1 pm 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

20 
Women’s Book 
Club 7 pm 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

21 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

22 
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 
 
 
4-H 7 pm 

23 
 
 
Al-Anon anniversary 
party 6 pm 
AA Women 6 pm (up) 

24 25 
 
 
 
AA Women 9 am 
AA Couples 6 pm 

26 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
Worship 10:30 am 
Deacons 11:30 am 
Lenten Series 12-1 pm 
 
AA Men 7:30 pm 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 7 pm 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 1st Step 8:30 pm 

29 
Bell choir 6:30 pm 
Choir 7:30 pm 

30 
 
 
 
 
AA Women 6 pm 
Al-Anon 7:30 pm 

31  
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


